
 

 

Minister Musings 

[God] has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 

human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to 

end. I know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to do 

good while they live.     (Ecclesiastes 3:11-12)  

As summer and holiday season is at our doorsteps, I hope you will have a chance 

to visit with your family and loved ones; to spend some quality time with each other 

with conversations and reminiscing about the blessings of your lives. 

Many of you know that recently I had a chance to visit Hungary during a two-

week holiday. This time included my 60th birthday, which I could celebrate with my par-

ents, with my sister and her extended family.  

As I haven’t seen my aging parents in person for almost three years, I greatly ap-

preciated my husband’s and my daughter’s generosity that they allowed me to spend 

this time with those of my loved ones who were left behind in the old continent. 

During my visit I could see my uncle and aunts, and had a short visit at Lake Bala-

ton. But mostly, I listened to my parents reminiscing about their childhood and the his-

tory of our family. I could also spend some quality time with my sister. 

I believe, we have to appreciate every day when we can connect and enjoy each 

others’ company. It is a gift from God when you have loved ones around, and when you 

have an opportunity to visit with those who are far away. 

In this musing I will share some of the photos I took during my trip and stay in 

Hungary. I also share a photo after arriving home to Calgary, when my husband and 

daughter surprised me with a beautiful birthday 

bouquet and greeting. 
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Hungarian sunset  

My parents at the Kiskunsag National Park  

(which starts only from a short distance from their house.) 



 

 

 
Birthday Supper with my Parents 

  

  

 
The Family in my Sister’s yard 

 
Maria at Zamardi (Lake Balaton) Port 

  

  
  

Lake Balaton Sunset 

 
Stork with baby Stork 

 
My Sister’s Hungarian Puli 

 
A Hungarian rural pastry shop 

I wish you all a blessed, wonderful summer, when you can see the beauties and enjoy the human  
relationships created by God!  

Rev. Maria Szabone Berces Strathmore United Church 
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Gentle Reminder: 
If you have a complement, concern, or complaint can you please make sure that you put it in writing, and sign 

the note so that it can be addressed and you can be contacted with results.  Thank You 

As of May 31, 2026 we are in deficit to the total of (-$15,485.07).   The work of our church is so important in our 

life, our community, and our world.  We have been richly blessed by God so we need to pass those blessings on.  

Please consider generously giving to our church to help the blessing continue.  LJ 

Finances for January to  May 31, 2026 

 

Stewardship in Action—Stewardship is the responsible management of the resources God has trusted YOU 

with. Scripture addresses church stewardship many times. ‘God blessed them and God said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28). He entrusted it to us to look after it. He wants us 

to be faithful stewards of everything on the earth and take care of it until He returns. (Luke 19:12-13) All of crea-

tion still belongs to God, everything is still His. God simply gives us authority to care for it. Let’s remember this as 

we go about our daily lives. All that we have is really His, given to us to care for . 

As part of our relationship development  in our congregation,  we decided to have a Hungarian supper. We did this 

under the direction of Rev. Maria , her husband, Atilla and daughter, Anita. We held this on May 9th,and it consisted 

of Hungarian stew with a delicious cheese biscuit and a milky custard pie for dessert. They also treated us to a very 

informative video about Hungary. Over 70 people attended and everyone really enjoyed themselves. We raised 

about $900. Thank you to everyone who helped or participated in any way.  

Laura J 



 

 

Trustee Report 

The Trustees met on March 31 and dealt with a number of issues that have been brought up by our district repre-

sentative, Joel DenHaan which require our attention. There were a few retirements and a couple of additions to the 

trustees, and the new list had to be approved. The new list of trustees then had to be added to the official church 

title with names and addresses included.  

Part of the Trustees responsibility are leases and agreements with other users of the Church, and ensuring the leases 

cover the appropriate items. They need to cover when and how the users access and use the church and determine 

whether the appropriate insurance is in place, for example. They need to be signed, dated and renewed when appli-

cable.  

Another Trustee responsibility is the financial stability and long term sustainability of the Church. We are working on 

ideas on how best to invest the financial reserves that we currently have in GICs at our banks. We will look at various 

options before we decide on a resolution. 

Our policy manual is an item that we will be addressing in the near future. Michael Ball has graciously accepted the 

task of updating and renewing our Policy Manual and we will ensure that is kept current. 

Our goal is to meet quarterly, but if anyone has a question or a concern about what might be a Trustee issue, please 

talk to someone in the group and we would be glad to help you out. 

The current members of the Trustees are:  Lynne Fair,  John Sanden, Don Janzen, Phil Webb, Susan Biskup 

Russ Drummond – elected chair 

The dedication of our 3 new 

trees in honour of our 100th 

Anniversary. 
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Arts on 817’s Season 9 2026-2027 Concert Series 

 ~ 2026-27 Ticket prices will be $140.00 for the season and $40.00 for each show.  
  
Saturday October 24 - Foothills Brass & Friends - Brass in Pop Music of the 60’s  
~ Foothills Brass & Friends returns to Strathmore with an entertaining concert featuring Brass music 
by Herb Alpert’s Tijuana Brass, Al Hirt, Bert Kaempfert, The Beatles and much more! Don’t miss this 
Musical Walk Down Memory Lane!  
  
Saturday December 5 - Calgary Fiddlers Fiddle Fantasia  
~ A Family-friendly Holiday Concert featuring high-energy Christmas Classics and toe-tapping tradi-
tional Fiddle Tunes performed by the talented young Award Winning Musicians of the Calgary Fid-
dlers!  
  
Saturday February 6 - Arts on 817’s DEBUT Candlelight Concert  

~ Strathmore’s debut Candlelight Concert! A popular live multi-sensory musical experience performed 
by a Classical String Quartet featuring Strathmore’s Megan Konschuh playing a wide range of popular 
music under the gentle glow of LED candlelight! Don’t miss this Strathmore first, just in time for Val-
entine’s Day! 
  
Saturday May 1 - Luminous Voices & Rosebud Choirs  
~ Luminous Voices, Calgary’s Professional Choir, conducted by Tim Shantz, joins forces with the Rose-
bud Choirs, conducted by Bill Hamm, to share the magic of Choral Music from near and far that spans 
Cultures, Traditions and Time! Don’t miss this long anticipated Choral Collaboration! 

 
This year’s annual Recital in Celebration 9th Anniversary took place 
on Saturday June 13th at 7 pm. This annual recital is held to cele-
brate the fundraising campaign for Strathmore United Church’s 
beautiful C3 Yamaha Grand Piano.  
 

Arts on 817—Final 2 shows of Season 8—
Oncue and Diane Cohen and Roman Robin-

ocich 
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We said a sad farewell on: 
April 22, 2026 to Lynn Johnston sister 
of Karen Kirkeby 
May 23, 2026 to Michael 
Gutsfeld (at the Civic Center) 
Condolences to all families and 
friends.   

Thank you to Barb Davison for the donation of 

the Dream Catcher gifted to her by National 

UCW, to Henry Derksen for building the frame 

and Chief Vincent Yellow Old Woman and Clar-

ence Wolfleg  for Blessing it! 

Why I go to Church 

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 

church every Sunday.  He wrote “I’ve gone for 30 years now, and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 

sermons, but for the life of me, I can’t remember a single one of them.  I think I am wasting my time, the 

preachers and the priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all”  

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher. “I’ve been married for 

30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked 3,200 meals, but for the life of me I cannot recall the entire 

menu for a single one of those meals.  But I do know this: they all nourished me and gave me the strength I 

need to do my work.  If my wife had not given me these meals I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, if I 

had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 

When you are DOWN to nothing God is UP to something!  Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and 

receives the impossible!  Thank God for our Physical and spiritual nourishment! 
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CAMP CARAVAN 

Our congregation has the privilege to host Camp Caravan again this summer, between  
August 10-14. 

Camp Caravan is a United Church of Canada day camp, with storytelling, activities and meals. The 
Camp runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

The cost is $150, however, there is bursary available for participants. 

Please, spread the word that online registration is open for children, ages 5 to 14. and you can  
easily get to this site through the QR code on the poster below. 

 



 

 

410—Fourth Street, Strathmore, 

Alberta T1P 1B4 

Phone: 403-934-3025 

Fax: 403-934-3081 

Website: www.smoreuc.com 

E-mail: Office 

smoreuc@gmail.com 

minister.smoreuc@gmail.com  

 

The Church Office will be closed 

for the summer.   Feel free to 

leave messages on the 

answering machine or drop an 

email to smoreuc@gmail.com as 

Susan will be checking the office 

regularly.  

S T R A T H M O R E  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

If you have questions, concerns  or wish to 
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W. 
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca 

 

*Quilting group—meet Wednesdays 10 am 

to 2 pm in the church basement Sept to June.  

Bring  a lunch and join in for some cutting, 

sewing, chatting and lots of fun.   

 Book Club— 1st Tuesday of the Month 1 

pm in the Church Library 

 Agape Group—7:30 pm in the church 

library.  Check announcements for the 

upcoming dates. 

 Council Meet—4th Tuesday of the Month 

at 6:30 pm 

 Mary Martha UCW Group—3rd Thursday of 

the Month Sept to June contact Barb or 

Alice. 

 Property Team Meet—3rd Saturday at 10 at 

the church. 

 Last Sunday of the month there is old time 

music before church at 10 am followed by 

soup and a bun after church. 

 Food Bank—Donations are gratefully 

accepted in the bin in the foyer. 

 Ongoing Bottle drive—There is a bag in the 

foyer to put all refundable beverage 

containers.  All proceeds are given to the 

Guatemala Project.  

Ongoing Events 

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Authorized Remittance (PAR) 

or to receive envelopes, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office—403-934-3025 

or Karen— 403-934-3579 
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Our Mission Statement 
Strathmore United Church is a com-

munity of faith, striving to make a 

difference for Christ. 

 Fridays– Prayer Group meet at 11 
am All welcome to join. 

 August 10—14—Camp Caravan will 
return. See the poster and info in 
the newsletter 

 August 18—UCW Meet at the 
church 1:30 pm 

 September 1—Book Club 1 pm in 
the church library 

 September 24—26—Thrift Sale 
 If anyone would like to knit or 

crochet prayer shawls, we would 
greatly appreciate it.   There is wool 
and pattern available from Linda 
Freeman 

 The Pastoral Care Team needs to 
know if you are aware of anyone 
who could use a card, we don’t 
want to miss anyone. Please call 
Sharon White 403-934-3069  

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith 

through worship, music, fellowship and  
outreach. 

 

Thank you to everyone who took 

pictures, wrote reports and sent 

them to me, greatly appreciated!!  


