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Strathmore United Church 
November 1, 2026 

Twenty-second after Pentecost/All Saints’ Day 
Holy Communion 

Rev. Maria Szabone Berces 
 

Greetings & Welcome:  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.  
and also, with you.                                                           Based on 2 Cor. 13:13 
 

Announcements: 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle:    
As we greet each other and share this place and time, may our 
life in community reflect the light of Christ’s life, which shines 
into the world. 
Let us gather around the light of Christ. Let us pray together: 
God of Grace, 
Gathering your disciples here despite of rough edges, 
You open inner eyes to the smooth and polished stones and 
the sacred gifts, stories and talents that you store within. 
All that is needed for living is offered to us and the journey 
set before us is strewn with your goodness. 
Look to our hearts and call forth the strength therein, and we 
will make this walk of faith together. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen                                      Written by Daryl Webber; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2014 page 31. Used with permission 
 

♫♪ Centering:      For All the Saints       (vs 1-3:6)        *VU#705 
 

Call to Worship:   
Written by Judy Sears; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2026; page 46-47; Used with permission 

 

Opening Prayer:   
  Written by Wendy MacLean; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2026; page 47; Used with permission 
 

♫♪ Special Music:      “So Long Ago”  by the Chancel Singers 
 

Story Time for All Ages:   
 

♫♪ Hymn:    Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song       *VU #205 



2 

 

Prayer of Confession: 
Written by Eileen Masse; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2026; page 47; Used with permission 

 

Words of Assurance: 
The Good News of the gospel is always this: God wants more 
than anything to be in relationship with us. God seeks us out 
and welcomes us back, even before we ask. We are forgiven, 
we are restored. 
Thanks be to God. 
    Written by Beth W Johnston; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2026; page 35; Used with permission 
 

♫♪ Hymn:     Holy Spirit, Hear Us    (Vs 1-2)  *VU #377 
 

Reading of Scripture              Micah 3:5–12 
Matthew 23:1–12 

L: A Word of God that is still speaking, 

P: Thanks be to God. 
 

Message:             
 

♫♪ Hymn:           Jesus Calls Us         *VU #562 
 

Holy Communion Liturgy 
One:  The Lord be with you. 
ALL:  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
One:  Lift up your hearts. 
ALL:  WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
ALL:  IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE. 
One:  It is right to give you thanks and praise, O God, for you 
are the creator of us all. You made us for relationship with you 
and with each other. 
ALL:  WE CELEBRATE YOUR CREATION. 
One:  You created Adam and Eve and gave them a garden; You 
showed Noah a rainbow; You gave strength to Moses to free 
his people, and taught Miriam to sing; You gave courage to 
Esther and loyalty to Ruth; You helped David become a ruler, 
and gave him a harp to sing with. 
ALL:  WE PRAISE YOU GOD. 
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One:  And yet they turned from you and fled your outstretched 
arms, as we do too.  But you did not turn away. You sent your 
child Jesus to live among us, sharing our fear and helplessness, 
and waiting with us amidst the uncertainty. 
ALL:  WE THANK YOU GOD. 
One:  As one of us he came, first a tender infant, dependent on 
his parents' care.  He learned the ways of his ancestors, and 
became an adult. He rejoiced with those who rejoiced, and 
wept with those who wept.  To the despairing, he spoke a 
word of hope.  To the sick, he gave healing. To the rejected, he 
was a friend.  And yet, he was betrayed and nailed to a cross.  
And he died. But God, you raised him to life again, and changed 
the world forever.  Therefore, we join all creation in praising 
you forever, singing: 
 

♫♪ Hymn:             Holy, holy Lord  (Sanctus)      *SFGP #97 
Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the one who comes, comes in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

One:  On the night before Jesus died, he had a supper with his 
disciples.  He took bread, thanked you, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, saying:   
 

"Take, eat; this is my body, given for you.  Each time you do 
this, remember me."  
 

After supper, he took the cup, thanked you for it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying:   
 

"Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for many, for the forgiveness of sins.  
Each time you do this, remember me."  
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We do remember Christ Jesus, our Savior, and we proclaim the 
mystery of our faith: 
ALL:  CHRIST HAS DIED. CHRIST IS RISEN. 
          CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN. 
One:  God of love, send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we 
do here that we, and these gifts, touched by your Spirit, may 
be signs of life and love to each other, and to all the world. 
ALL:  THROUGH CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, AND IN CHRIST, IN THE 
UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ALL GLORY IS YOURS, GOD MOST 
HOLY, NOW AND FOREVER. 
AMEN. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD / LIFTING UP OF THE CUP 
Invitation:  Everyone who believes in Jesus the Christs and 
accepts the forgiveness of sins in his name, is welcome at this 
table. 
 

Prayer after Communion: 
Eternal God, we thank you that  
you have called your people from east and west, 
and north and south, to feast at the table of Jesus Christ.   
Keep us faithful to your will.  
Go with us to the streets, to our homes,  
and to our places of labor and leisure— 
that whether we are gathered or scattered,  
we may be the servant church of the servant Christ,  
in whose name we pray. Amen.  
 

The Offering Invitation:   
Written by Sheryl McLeod; Gathering, Pentecost 2 2020; page 42; Used with permission 

 

M&S Story:   
“Good stewardship is not conserving and holding, protecting and 

preserving. Good stewardship is growing, developing, advancing, and 
building the gifts with which God has blessed us.”  

(Kennon L. Callahan) 
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♫♪Dedication: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow*VU #541 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 
give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
 

Prayer of Dedication:           
Written by Karen Boivin; Gathering, Pentecost 1 2026; page 37; Used with permission 

 

♫♪ Hymn:          God, Take My Hand        *VU #638 
 

Commissioning:  
Written by Robin Wardlaw; Gathering, Pentecost 2, 2020 pg. 51; Modified; Used with permission 

 

♫♪ Choral Response:       Amen         *VU #974 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
L: May the God of Peace go with you. 
P: And also with you. 
 

Please, join us for coffee and fellowship after the 

service. 

VU #705 For All the Saints: Words: Public Domain.  Music: used by permission of Oxford 

University Press.  Reprinted/Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #734505-A.  All rights 

reserved. 

VU #205 Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song: Song, Words: Carl P. Daw Jr. 1982.  Music: 1969 

Hope Publishing.  Reprinted/Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #734505-A.  All 

rights reserved. 

VU #377 Holy Spirit, Hear Us: Public Domain 

VU #562 Jesus Calls Us: Public Domain 

SFGP #97 Holy, Holy Lord (Sanctus): Words, Music: Jim Strathdee.  Desert Music 1975.  

Reprinted/Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #734505-A.  All rights reserved 

VU #541 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow: Public Domain 

VU #638 God, Take My Hand: Public Domain 

VU #974 Amen: Words: Public Domain. Music 1985 Desert Flower Music.  Reprinted/Podcast 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #734505-A.  All rights reserved. 

Then Let Us Sing #113 So Long Ago: Words: David Kai 2021.  Music: David Kai 2005.  

Reprinted/Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #734505-A.  All rights reserved 


