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Strathmore United Church exists as a welcoming community of faith, to
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Proposed Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Lunch
Call to order
Opening prayer
Recognizing members & friends deceased in 2018
Nominate AGM Chair & Recording Secretary
Motion to extend voting privileges to adherents for temporal matters only
Approval of Agenda
Approval of 2018 AGM minutes
Business Arising
a.
10. Receive Reports
11. Finance
a. Receive Auditors Report (2017)
b. Receive 2018 Financial Report
c. Receive proposed 2019 Budgets
12. New Business:
a.
b.
13. Proposals and motions for 2019
a. Nominations
b.
14. Motion to adjourn
15. Closing prayer and hymn
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Strathmore United Church AGM Minutes – February 4, 2018
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Clergy Report
Annual Report 2018
It is with gratitude that I look back at 2018. For almost seven years now I’ve enjoyed the privilege of serving
the church that gathers at Strathmore United. This past year I have experienced a time away for rest,
refreshment and renewal. There was a little travelling: a road trip to Yellowknife and a preacher’s conference
in Washington DC. There was a time to reconnect with friends, those close by and those further afield. There
was some major work done in my garden and there was time to catch up on some reading. All the while, you,
the church, functioned as a vibrant community of faith. For this I am grateful.
The year ahead will hold some challenges. The United Church is restructuring and many of the changes will be
felt at the local level. We are located in the Chinook Winds Region –a Region that is new and starting from
scratch so to speak. Staff hires, office location, policies and procedures, volunteer recruitment and more all
have to come together in short order.
We have yet to learn all the ways the changes in structure will affect us, but in the meantime, we will continue
to live out our mission and live into our vision. We will continue to welcome people into the community, to
equip people for Christian discipleship and to support each other as we go into the world to make a difference
for Christ. We will continue with the familiar –Soup and a Bun, Book Club, Bible Study etcetera. We will
embrace the new –Movie Nights and Meals to Go.
All the while we will be grateful for God’s abundant provision as we gather to walk a Christian path in life,
encouraging and supporting each other as we exercise the Gifts of the Spirit that we all possess. To God be the
glory!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Pamela Scott
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Clerk of Session Report
Baptisms
February 25, 2018 Madalyn Rose Hilton

Weddings
None

Funerals and Burials
May 5, 2018 Florence Mullen
Nov. 9, 2018 Blanche Arthur
We also mourn the deaths of :
Clarissa Krabsen, February 23, 2018, mother of Janet and Gwen Bolinger
The father of Anneth Aldridge, August, 2018, in Panama
Leona Stolz, August 22, 2018, mother of Charlotte Watson

New Members
None

Transfer of Membership’s
April 1, 2018 Edgar Horner from Hanna United Church

Council Report
Church Council Report 2018.
Strathmore United Church Council is responsible for governing and overseeing the well being of our
community of faith.
Council met once per month throughout the year except for July, August and December. While Rev. Pamela
Scott was on sabbatical, Rev. Henry Friesen was able to attend and allow our meetings to continue.
Budget and finances continue to be a large part of council’s role and a decision to make stewardship/
fundraising part of councils function was taken early in the year.
The process of creating new mission and vision statements was completed and voted upon by Council and will
be presented at the annual meeting for discussion and approval by the congregation.
There was discussion throughout the year on the changing governance structure of the United Church of
Canada. We are now part of the Chinook Winds Region, which replaces Presbytery and the Northwest
conference.
Many other items were discussed, and decisions made including approval for acknowledgement of Treaty 7
Territory and use of our building for Strathmore Performing Arts Music Festival.
A reminder that council meetings are open to all on the 4th Tuesday of each month.
Respectfully submitted,
Phil Webb
Chair of Council
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Ministry and Personnel Report
Lou Calloway, Linda Derksen and Jo Wilson are the M and P Team. We are happy to have Rev. Pamela back
from her sabbatical with some new aspects to her preaching that we are enjoying.
The team contacted church staff, and no one has any concerns at this time.
We are still working on the revision of the Jobs and Duties Descriptions and hope to have all changes in soon.
This has not been a very busy year for the M and P Team.
Respectfully submitted
Jo Wilson

Trustees Report
In the United Church of Canada, a trustee is an individual who, along with other members of the Board of
Trustees for a congregation, holds all of the property of the Congregation for the use and benefit of that
Congregation. Activities of the Trustees are restricted and governed by public statute (laws), the United
Church "Trust of Model Deed" (federal and provincial legislation that created the United Church of Canada),
and direction of the Church Council. Adequate property and liability insurance coverage is a responsibility of
the Board of Trustees.
We will be revising our list of Trustees at the AGM.
The re- issued Title for the Church has not arrived.
Hopefully more information will be available for the AGM.
Sincerely
Charles Watson (chair)

Worship Committee Report
The team is made up of Eileen McMorris, Laura Bakken, Fina Whieldon, Muriel Locking, Rebecca Brockmoeller,
Muriel Locking, Allison Sanden, and Pamela Scott.
There were four meetings- March 7, May 9, August 29 and November 14 in 2018.
The Seder supper was held March 29 with approximately 30 people in attendance. Thank you to Linda
Derksen for setting and decorating the tables. Pamela Scott talked about the traditional Seder supper foods
and gave the meaning and prayers of the supper. Following the Seder foods and toasts, a roast beef supper
was provided and served by the committee. Thank you to John and Allison Sanden and Fina Whieldon for
preparing the meal and to the all the team for desserts and cleanup.
Mother’s Day carnations were given on Mother’s Day. Father’s Day pens were given on Father’s Day.
High school grads [four, of which two attended] were celebrated on June 2. In future we may contact and
celebrate grads earlier in the spring, hoping they will be less busy and more likely able to attend.
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A big thank you to Eileen McMorris for planning and arranging for pulpit supply. Pamela was on sabbatical and
holiday leave from May until August 19. Henry Friesen led worship in May and June. Linda Ormson, Rosemary
Ingraham, Norma Bell and congregation members led services in July and August. The services were all very
good. We were happy to welcome Pamela back in August.
“Honoring Seniors Sunday” was held on September 30. Art and Marg Eeles were honored. We were
privileged as each spoke and gave us their history of teaching school here in Strathmore, raising their family
and being a wonderful part of our church and community. The service was followed by a potluck luncheon and
cake to Honour All Our Seniors. Thank you to the UCW for donating the cake cost.
At the August meeting: the worship team agreed that acknowledgement that we are on Treaty 7 territory is
important and should be recognized.
Also in August, Pamela inquired about the themes for the service. For several years our congregation has
been following the world-wide Lectionary [based on the books of Matthew, Mark and Luke in a 3 year
repeating cycle]. The committee along with Pamela decided to base the services on Core Preaching- going
through the bible in one year, choosing the first 5 books of the Old Testament and the Gospels and a few
others to give the core values. At Christmas, Pamela took a break from Core preaching to the Advent themes.
We feel the new format of Core Preaching is being well received.
A Diversity evening [one that shows different cultures in our community] was held with the Philippine Cooking
lesson and Supper on November 2. Thanks to Fina, Rebecca and Pamela for organizing and cooking. Everyone
enjoyed the atmosphere and the tasty food.
God’s Blessing in the New Year.
Submitted by Allison Sanden

Buildings and Property Report
The Strathmore United Church Property Committee is responsible for providing a physical environment that
promotes fellowship as well as supporting ministerial and administrative activities. The Property Committee
ensures that routine maintenance and repairs are completed. In 2018, we also completed a number of larger
scale repairs and improvements.
In 2018, we re-shingled the roof of the church. This project was initiated in fall 2017 when a windstorm blew a
large number of shingles off the roof. Fortunately, our insurance covered the entire cost of this project. We
also added a heat coil to the northeast facing section of the roof. Our hope is that this coil will help prevent
the ice that builds up on the sidewalk below this section of the roof.
In 2018 we also replaced carpet in the Sanctuary. Volunteers helped us move furniture, pews and the piano
so that this work could be completed.
Our elevator continues to be a challenge and proved particularly troublesome over the Summer. We are
taking steps to ensure that volunteers are available during church and events to assist with running the
elevator. We are also considering longer term solutions.
We are grateful to everyone who was assisted us during the year. Thank you!
Submitted by Randi Ludlum
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Christian Education Reports
Christian Education at Strathmore United Church is chiefly developed through weekly Sunday School lessons.
The “Feasting on the Word” Curriculum, which follows the scriptures of the weekly sermons, is followed.
As our children mature, our contribution to the Sunday Services include taking a greater role, and the
Christmas Pageant can be more complex. Our small group, through the guidance of their dedicated leaders,
continue to show empathy and humility in their contact with the congregation.
The Christian Education Team consists of Randi & Melody Ludlam, Linda Derksen, Linda Freeman, Laura
Janzen, Amy Webb, Eileen McMorris, Karen Wilkie, Donalda Ledene, Karen Binns & Pamela Scott.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Binns

KOINONIA Report
Koinonia is a group that literally runs itself, thanks to the generous and gifted group leaders and the
congregation. As all the monthly leaders have returned it was felt that our yearly meeting was not needed.
For anyone who doesn't know what Koinonia is, it is the recruiting of members to greet, usher, read, make
coffee and serve communion. This is done by the eight leaders who spend time on the phone making sure
these positions are filled. We do break for the two summer months when there is a sign-up sheet for each
Sunday. If anyone feels like they would like to volunteer and are not on a group please speak to Gwen
Moggey. Also, if anyone is interested in being a monthly leader we could always use more. It is a great way to
meet fellow members. Thanks again to everyone.
The monthly leaders are as follows: October and February - Betty Hilton and Alice Bramley
September and March - Ellen Helfrich ad Eileen McMorris
November and April - Bev Hermanson
December and May - Laura Janzen
January and June - Jo Wilson and Marian Brown
Submitted, Gwen Moggey

United Church Observer Report
I have reviewed our subscription list and made all necessary changes.
Respectfully Submitted
John Godsman.
Observer Rep.

Memorial Book Report
The Memorial Book exists to record donations given to Strathmore United Church in memory of members of
the congregation as well to record Special memorial gifts given to the Church.
Respectfully Submitted
Jo Wilson.
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United Church Archives
I submitted Annual Reports to the Archives Office.
Respectfully Submitted,
Susan Biskup

Pastoral Care Team Report
Members: Irene Appleyard, Jo Wilson, Anne Godsman, Wanda Hartall, Marianne Pinchbeck, Rev. Pamela Scott,
Donalda Ledene, Ruth Radway, Susan Biskup, Kathy Light and Eileen McMorris
The Pastoral Care Team work together to connect with our congregation. We visit people at home or hospital,
organize outings and informal social gatherings to help members of the congregation stay connected. We try
share some laughter and fun as we support each other.
Cards of celebration and support, are sent out as these opportunities present themselves, on behalf of the
congregation
We would like to thank: Ruth Radway, Susan Biskup, Kathy Light and Eileen McMorris who agreed to help with
the extra visiting that needed to be covered this spring, in the absence of Rev. Scott while she was away on
Sabbatical. Your help was greatly appreciated.
This team usually meet once a month to keep updated and to plan activities to care for our congregation. We
are always looking for new ideas and people to help us do the work of this committee. If you have time and
would like to work with us, please contact Donalda Ledene @ 403-934-5871

Respectfully Submitted,
Donalda Ledene
Pastoral Care Team Chair

Stewardship Report
In the spring of 2018 it was decided that the Stewardship team would no longer meet as a separate group. We
decided that it was more beneficial and less repetitive to discuss and decide money matters with the whole
church council present.
Members of the Council and congregation met in early January 2019 to revise the budget again this
year. We went through line by line and compared the actual expense to the budgeted amount. We made a
few more cuts. We hoped to set aside some money for technical supplies, the minister’s sabbatical and for
leadership costs. We weren’t able to do this. The surplus that we had in our bank account is gone and we have
to become more creative in order to meet the budget.
Last year we proposed a few options for improving our bottom line.
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a) We asked if church members could increase the amount of money that they gave. We have approximately
97 people who donate to the church. Of those 97 people 39 have increased the amount they give. In fact the
local fund giving is up almost $5000. Thank you to everyone who helped make that happen.
b) If members of the congregation would organize some fundraisers then extra income could be generated.
We held four fundraisers this year.
1) Movie and Dessert nights in May and November were held at the church. These nights drew smaller crowds
but were well received. The desserts were provided by Charlotte Watson and were delicious. We raised $330.
We had to buy a video/dvd licensing agreement for 2018 & 2019 which cost $188.50. This allows us to show as
many movies as we want to within the year.
2) A fall supper was planned for the end of September. It consisted of ham, scalloped potatoes, salads and
pies. There was a fairly good turnout for this event. The food was delicious and the leftover pies were sold. We
made a profit of over $2000.
3) Meals to Go is the name we have for the homemade meal & delivery program we tried in November. Our
menu consisted of a choice of lasagna, cabbage rolls, chicken soup and apple crisp for dessert. We had an
excellent response to this and made orders for 68 cabbage roll dinners, 66 lasagnas, 37 chicken soups and 45
individual sized apple crisps. All the food was purchased locally at the Co-op & Sobey’s or donated. We raised
over $540. We felt that this was a worthwhile project and a good service to the community. We plan to do it
four times in 2019- February, May, September & November. Order forms will be available approximately one
month before preparation & delivery.
We plan to send letters of thanks again this year with the tax receipts. We have continued to see
congregation members share their time, talents and treasures to make this church the great place that it is.
We will also continue to provide power point presentations to show our financial progress. Our United Church
financial giving program this year is called “Loving Our Neighbors”. It provides us with five Sundays with
complete worship and Sunday school programs emphasizing stewardship. We used these plans when Pamela
was away throughout the past year. If we can provide our own pulpit supply within our congregation then we
save $220 + travel costs each time.
The Council welcomes any suggestions that lead to improvement of the financial state of our church.
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Janzen
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Guatemala Report
Ames is the mission project selected by us as the congregation of the Strathmore United Church. AMES
(women in solidarity) is spearheaded by Rosa Escobar. The health clinic in Guatemala, which we support
financially and prayerfully, trains women to become LPNs. It is an important endeavor, these women can then
return to their communities often being the only health care person in their community. Many students are
single mothers who work in sweat shops for low pay. Due to space commitments for classes only 30 students
can be enroll for a session. The cost per student is $451.00 US. None are able to pay the $451.00 plus the cost
of transportation and food. We had once came up with the idea of supporting a student with necessary funds
but later considered that may be unfair to others who really cannot afford the costs. Rosa has not turned any
one away and no student is singled out. All donations that come designated for the AMES clinic work go into
the general fund for the program. However all donations are gratefully received.
Rosa is also an advocate for peace, justice, and equality for all peoples less fortunate through her tireless work
with the AMES organization. It must be especially difficult for any type of peaceful life in South America at this
time, and Guatemala who we support. Many are fleeing hoping for a better life-anything, they claim, has to be
better than what they are leaving. However as we have read two Guatemalan children have died waiting to
cross into the USA. Many more children are being separated from their family and taken far from their
parents, not knowing if they will ever be reunited again.
Thank you for your prayers for Rosa, her work and her clinic. Thank you for your prayers of peace for the
people and country of Guatemala. Thank you for your donations as a congregation. Thank you for supporting
our “cookie Sundays”. Thank you for the support of the Mary Martha Group and the UCW ladies. Thank you
for all other donations-the soup and bun fund, and the recyclable change. We are extremely blessed and our
goal of Christian kindness is to make a difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters world wide.Thank you
again.
Advent blessings and peace are greetings from Sister Marie Des Jarlais of GATE.
Respectfully we submit this report as written
Linda D. and Ellen

Legacy Gifts or Planned Giving
We are in need of a representative for this position. If you would like to volunteer please contact Susan in the
office. 403-934-3025

Mission and Service Fund
We are happy to celebrate we are over our goal for M&S (Mission and Service) giving’s for 2018 and I thank you all most
graciously for your contributions. We will sing thanksgiving!
The Mandate Magazine is available on the display table for your perusal to get the total national picture with the
happenings of M&S.
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Arts on 817
Annual Report: Arts on 817
The committee members: Carolyn Steeves, Karen Wilkie, Janet Bolinger, Linda Derksen, Linda Freeman, Alice Bramley,
Eileen McMorris and Donalda Ledene
The Season One Concert Series included 3 performances:

Dec 2017- Christmas with the Heebee-Jeebee’s
March 2018- Latitude 49
May 2018 – Foothills Brass
Revenue Season 1:

Ticket Sales
Cookie/water sales
Total Revenue

$9390.00
655.45
$10045.45

Expenses Season 1:

Total Performance expense 5675.00
Other Expense
586.27
Total Expense
Net Income Season ONE

$6261.18
$3784.27

After the completion of our first Concert Series it was deemed to be a success and a request for additional concerts
was made by several concert patrons. We thank you for your support and hope you have enjoyed season one.

Season Two Concert Series includes 6 performances

Oct 2018- ReMix
Nov 2018 – Ton Beau String Quartet
Dec 2018 – Calgary Fiddlers
Feb 2019- Women of Note
Mar 2019- Arrogant Worms
May 2019 – The DearHearts
Revenue Season 2:

Ticket Sales
Cookies/water sales
Total Revenue to Dec 31/18

15,230.00
455.25
$15,685.25

Expenses Season 2:

Total Performance Expense Fall 2018
Deposit expense Winter 2019
Other Expense
Total Expense to Dec 31/18
Net Income to Dec 31/18

5970.00
2790.00
663.39
$9,423.39
$6,261.56

As the concert series cross the financial year end, we will continue to have revenue and expenses as we complete the
SECOND CONCERT SERIES FOR THE 2018-2019
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We would like to thank the Times newspaper for their support as a sponsor of the Arts on 817. We greatly appreciate all
the promotional work they provide for these events. We have recently added a new partnership with “Renaissance
Bakery”. They will be providing occasional intermission snacks as a way to promote their new business in the
community, and they will promote our concerts at their place of business. Keep tuned for additional promotional ideas.
We greatly appreciate the support of the congregation and community as the committee attempts to provide a wellrounded selection of performers for your enjoyment. We welcome any suggestions that would improve the concert
series. We are presently planning Season 3 as bookings must be made well in advance of the performance dates. As we
plan, book and pay deposits for Season Three (2019-2020), we anticipate there will be some funds available to
contribute to the current working budget of the church. We hope you are enjoying the performances to date and look
forward to your continued attendance.
Respectfully submitted,
Donalda Ledene
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Envelope Administrator Report
Envelope Administrator Report
Submitted by Karen Wilkie, Assistant Treasurer 2018

Number donating by envelope
Number donating by PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance)
Occasional Donations ( No Envelope)
Total
Range
Over $5001
$4001 - $5000
$3001 - $4000
$2001 - $3000
$1501 - $2000
$1001 - $1500
$ 701 - $1000
$ 501 - $ 700
$ 301 - $ 500
$ 101 - $ 300
$ 1 - $ 100
TOTAL

2018
59
30
8
97

2017
57
31
14
102

2018
2017
2016
3
6
5
4
2
3
5
3
4
10
6
7
9
13
9
13
10
14
11
15
14
7
13
7
14
9
14
14
15
16
7
10
19
97
102
112
Includes occasional donations

2016
59
30
22
112
2015
3
4
2
9
7
17
11
13
13
11
12
102

Fund Totals Does not include $18,000.00 given to Local Fund by the UCW
Category
Food Grains Bank
Gifts in Kind
Guatemala Project

2018
$500.00
$5761.15
$3,624.50

2017
$300.00
$2781.45
$4,545.42

Initial Offering
Local Fund/General
M & S Fund
Memorial Fund
Observer
Other(Other, loose)

$123.00
$101,510.65
$18,822.50
$123.00
$90.00
$3291.25

$160.00
$96,213.00
$17,940.50
$1,656.48
$165.00
$2,998.10

Piano/Arts on 817
Special Projects
Sunday School
TOTAL

$30.00
$115.00
$51.00
$134,019.05

$8,925.00
$1,185.00
$95.55
$134,184.05
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2016
$300.00

2015
$500.00

$4,673.95

$1,811.25

$130.00
$95,466.50
$18,353.50
$150.00

$100.00
$96,390.90
$15,837.50
$1,550.00
$50.00
$8,178.39

$6,028.11
$15,325.00
All put to Guatemala

$219.45
$140,646.51

$31.25
$66.80
$124,516.09
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Treasurers Report
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Auditors Report

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 20

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 21

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 22

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 23

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 24

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 25

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 26

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 27

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 28

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 29

Strathmore United Church Annual Report 2018

Page 30

Foothills Presbytery Representative Report
Annual Report: Presbytery
The last meeting of Foothills Presbytery took place at Cochrane United Church on Nov 27, 2018. Following a
day conducting the final order of business of the Presbytery, a farewell service of closure was shared.
With the restricting of the church and the change from conferences and presbyteries to a regional format the
New Year will bring changes in structure and connections for the church.
Foothills Presbytery connected the rural churches around the city of Calgary for many years. Going forward we
will meet new congregations as we continue to do the work of our church.
Respectfully Submitted
Donalda Ledene

United Church Women
Agape Ladies Fellowship Group
Agape is a lady’s fellowship group that usually meet the First Tuesday of the month from Sept to June. We are
a group who, individually, have many interest and experiences. Our programs vary, depending on the creativity
of the planning members, but we are always entertained and well fed. We enjoy lots of fun and laughter, share
our opinions/ideas and prove to be a great bunch with whom to brainstorm new ideas. If you are looking for
an evening out, please consider joining us for an Agape Evening.
If you would like more information, please do not hesitate to contact Donalda Ledene at 403-934-5871 or
gledene1@telus.net for more information.
Respectfully submitted,
Donalda Ledene

Quilters Report
Thanks to all who support and encourage us. In 2018 we delivered 86 quilts. We support the Calgary
Pregnancy Care centre (Strathmore), Growing Opportunities, RCMP, Victim Services, Wheatland Shelter,
Mustard Seed Housing, and others when a need arises.
We gave a quilt to the Syrian family (now in Calgary) to celebrate the birth of their new baby girl.
We have welcomed new member Mary Kinsey who is eager to learn and help.
New donations of excellent quilting fabric continue to arrive, so we must keep stitching.
In spring of 2018 we hosted a Come and Go Tea and Quilt display. 62 attended.
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Thanks to all who shopped and so generously donated for the Christmas crafts that we made. It helps to pay
for our batting.
In November we were saddened to hear that Blanche Arthur had passed away. She was instrumental in
getting this group started 13 years ago. She was an inspiration to us all. Her family made a generous donation
of fabric to our group.
Submitted by Ruth Radway.

UCW Annual Report
The United Church Women have accomplished a lot in 2018, with significant help from men of our
congregation, volunteers from the community, Crowfoot 4-H Club and parents, and the Spartans Football
Team members. We are grateful to all of you. The Thrift Sales were very successful again this year with
amazing support from our wider community. Our low prices were appreciated by our customers especially in
challenging economic times. Funds raised enabled the UCW to support a wide variety of local and broader
causes including our own church (see the UCW Financial Report). Close to 47% of Thrift Sale monies have gone
to Church Council in support of our church. We are blessed to be able to share with so many worthy causes.
UCW purchases this year were modest, 6 new white tables, a heater and installation for the large shed and
boot trays. Carpets were cleaned, kitchen supplies purchased, and a kitchen cleaning team organized. Thank
you, Linda Derksen, Anne Godsman and Edna Nixon.
There was a work bee to clean marks from the tables, leading to Wahl’s volunteering plastic to cover the
tables for protection from crafting children!
Campers from the Mustard Seed received support as well as one of our own children.
Three funeral lunches were catered this year.
The executive for 2019 -2021 are:
Chairperson - Alice Bramley
Vice-Chairperson - Lynne Fair (a position filled after 2 years of prayer and begging, thanks Lynne!)
Secretary - Sharon White
Treasurer - Anne Godsman
Thrift Sale dates for 2019 are later than usual due to Easter and Thanksgiving falling later than usual. They are:
May 2, 3, 4/19
Oct. 24, 25, 26/19
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UCW Financial Reports
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