
 

 

Minister Musings 

Christmas is upon us. For many it is the 

best time of the year. The coloured 

lights brighten the long, dark nights. 

Favourite decorations are unpacked 

and are placed with care. Tantalizing 

aromas fill the house as special treats 

are baked and roasted. Family and 

friends gather to share in the cheer as 

gifts are exchanged.  

Our culture sets the bar high -this is 

what the perfect Christmas is like. And 

this is why this time of year is so diffi-

cult for others. The two men of busi-

ness who come soliciting a donation 

from Scrooge on Christmas Eve and 

state, “We come to raise some funds to 

buy the poor some meat and drink and 

means of warmth because it is at 

Christmas want is most keenly felt and 

abundance rejoices.”  

Today the needs at Christmas time are 

as keenly felt. Many live great distances 

from family members and have neither 

the means nor the time off work to 

spend Christmas with loved ones. Many 

families are estranged and would never 

entertain the idea of gathering at 

Christmas. Those without the means to 

‘keep up with the Jones’ when it comes 

to gift giving often feel they’ve failed. 

Grocery budgets are stretched and spe-

cial Christmas treats are out of the 

question.  

Scrooge hates Christmas –it is his least 

favorite time of the year. But as we 

read on, we see a change come over 

Scrooge. His cold heart melts, he begs 

forgiveness, receives it, and he truly 

starts to live again. For those who need 

to ask forgiveness, of others and of 

themselves, may you have the courage 

to ask and to receive. May we recog-

nize the true gifts of the season: the gift 

of time spent together, the gift of 

shared meals, the gift of a visit—in per-

son or via the phone, the gift of a smile 

when passing. May abundance rejoice 

with generosity.  

“Christmas is a kind, forgiving, charita-

ble, pleasant time.” May the gifts 

offered, hope, peace, joy and love, 

overflow in your Christmas celebra-

tions, with family and friends, and with 

“people, fellow-passengers to the 

grave.”  

God bless it!  

Rev. Pamela Scott  

*Words in quotations taken from 

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 
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Scrooge is an iconic figure who represents stinginess, greed, and 

generally being in a terrible mood. Testament to the negative im-

age his name implies, there were only twelve children in England 

named Ebenezer in 2013. In 2021, in the USA, 46 boys were given 

the name Ebenezer, which is one out of every 40,449 boys born. 

Depending on the source, the name is anywhere from the 2,708 to 

5,142 most popular name.  

Interestingly though, “Ebenezer” is a Hebrew word meaning 

“stone of help” ( I Samuel 7:12). You might remember singing 

about it in the second verse of “Come, Thou Fount of Every Bless-

ing”: “Here I raise mine Ebenezer: hither by thy help I’m come.” 

Even though by the end of the story Ebenezer Scrooge is a 

changed person, the character remains a strong caricature of eve-

rything Christmas celebrations shouldn’t be. It seems we cannot 

accept that he is changed.  

*article based on Matt Rawle,  

The Redemption of Scrooge, p18 

Finances for January to 

November 30, 2022 
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UCW Newsletter Report 

The UCW reports an interesting and challenging year in 2022. We were able to hold the Vintage and 

Treasures Sale inside along with a Bake Sale coordinated by the Church Council, particularly 

Charlotte Watson and Laura Janzen, and a Quilter’s Sale of crafts. All were quite successful and 

have led to a repeat effort planned for spring/23 to coordinate with the Strathmore Parade of Garage 

Sales. 

The Thrift Sale was also held in the fall, September 30 - Oct.2. The change of date led to more 

discussion of the future of the Thrift Sales with our aging population. The Volunteer’s Appreciation 

Tea on Oct 4th and use of a Thrift Sale Evaluation questionnaire showed us that our volunteers from 

our church and within the larger community are resoundingly in favour of continuing annual Thrift 

Sales rather than trying to establish a Thrift Sale Store in the church with weekly volunteer staff and 

paid coordinator. The social aspects of working together, whether once or twice a year, are valued and 

the value of the Thrift Sales and outreach to the larger community of customers was unquestionable. 

Lynne Fair reported to Church Council that UCW has voted to continue a Thrift Sale in 2023. There 

will not be a spring sale but a fall sale will be held, date yet to be set. 

UCW honoured Barbara Davison in November with Lynne Fair presenting her with a book. Barbara 

is a lifetime member of UCW and has served in many places and capacities. She has been elected to 

serve as National UCW President which is a four year term. Barbara will serve one year as President- 

Elect, two years as National UCW President and one year as Past-President. She is extremely well 

qualified for these positions and we are fortunate to have her expertise in our own congregation. We 

wish her well in undertaking these positions and will follow her with our prayers. 

2022 was a financially successful year for UCW and we were able to support many local organizations 

as well as a number farther away including M&S and Guatemala and more. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to do so and thank all those who have helped in the effort all year.  Submitted by Sharon W.  

Pastoral Care Team 
The Pastoral Care Team would greatly appreciate your help in keeping us connected to 
anyone in the congregation that may have special celebrations, health concerns, or 
those experiencing loss.  Each of you are our best link to individuals in the congrega-
tion who might need our help and support.  Please let Rev. Scott, Donalda L., Anne G., 
or Jo W. know of anyone we can reach out to.   
 Wishing all a Blessed Christmas! 
Respectfully submitted,  Donalda L. 



 

 

P a g e  4  I s s u e  4 8  

T h e  V i n e   

 
Funerals & Baptism 

We have had to say 
farewell to a few more 
of our church family - 
Adaline Seitz Sept 28th,  
long time members Bob 

Stanley Nov 8th, just this past week Dorothy 
Stanley passed away as well.  Doug Hilton 
husband of Norma Dec 1st.  Sympathy and 
hugs to all the families and friends.   

ARTS on 817 

The 5th concert series of Arts on the 817 is underway.  

Our Christmas concert is presenting a very special 

Christmas performance on December 17th, 7:30 pm, 

at Strathmore United Church. Songs of Peace and Joy 

with Shannon Gaye and the Kristian Alexandrov Trio, 

it will be a Christmas Concert to remember! 

Former performers on Tom Jackson’s The Huron 
Carole, Singer/Percussionist Shannon Gaye and Bul-
garian Juno-nominated pianist Kristian Alexandrov 
join forces to present an evening of soulful seasonal 
tunes, featured on Shannon’s holiday CD “Songs of Joy 
& Peace”. From jazz-infused favourites and gospel 
classics to evocative original songs perfect for a snowy 
winter’s eve - the dynamic duo and their stellar band 
will take you on a festive, unforgettable musical jour-
ney.  
THE BAND: Tyler Hornby - Drums, Steve Shepherd - 
Bass, Kait Shane - Vocals  
 
Tickets are available at www.smoreuc.com and The 
Vault.  We still have some season tickets available.  With 
5 remaining concerts we have reduced the price to 
$150 / 5 concerts.  Great Christmas gifts – season tick-
ets or single tickets $35.00)  
 
Tickets will also be available on Sunday Dec 11 after 
church and at the door on the 17th.  We look forward to 
sharing  this wonderful program to celebrate the Christ-
mas season. 
Merry Christmas from the Arts on 817 Team! 

Paul tells us in the book 
of Romans that there are 
two paths we can walk: 
gratitude or ingratitude. 
We can be people who 
are grateful or people 
who grumble. This is a 

choice we make to either move toward God or away 
from Him. In Romans 1, the person far from God is 
marked by their ingratitude, false worship, disobedi-
ence and by forgetting God. Ingratitude results in igno-
rance of God and a failure to make God important in 
our lives. The godly person is marked by their grati-
tude, worship, remembering and obedience. Gratitude 
leads to glorifying God and becoming closer to God. 
Failure to give thanks to God by ignoring Him comes 
from a darkened heart and shuts a person in greater 
darkness. Hearts full of grumbling, criticism, complain-
ing and ingratitude are not full of grateful joy in God. 
God‘s followers choose gratitude as a form of worship 
and obedience. Paul encourages us to be a living sacri-
fice and offer ourselves. We can choose to live either a 
grateful or ungrateful life. Whichever one we choose 
will either draw us or distance us from God. 
This Christmas season consider these questions: What 
blessings has God given you? Where has He shown you 
kindness, mercy, grace, love and faithfulness? What 
trials and struggles has He carried you through? What 
has God taught you about who He is or who you are in 
Christ? God‘s most precious gift to the world was 
Christ. In gratitude can we give the gift of ourselves this 
Christmas season?   
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Janzen 

http://www.smoreuc.com/?fbclid=IwAR1eK4wHk-S_iKEDqqJ28N4GZOL2o_jlJROJZswOo3Msi4G6gW-6dQOFEQE


 

 

P a g e  5  I s s u e  4 8  

T h e  V i n e   

Written by Paul Harvey submitted by Linda D. 

And on the 8th day, God looked down on his planned paradise and said, “I need a 
caretaker. “ So God made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody willing to get up before dawn, milk cows, work all day in 
the fields, milk cows again, eat supper and then go to town and stay past midnight at 
a meeting of the school board.” So God made a farmer. 

“I need somebody with arms strong enough to rustle a calf and yet gentle enough to 
deliver his own grandchild. Somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous machinery, 
come home hungry, have to wait lunch until his wife’s done feeding visiting ladies 
and tell the ladies to be sure and come back real soon------and mean it.” So God 
made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody to sit up all night with a newborn colt. And watch it die. 
Then dry his eyes and say, “Maybe next year.” I need somebody who can shape an ax 
handle from a persimmon sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of car tire, who can make 
harness out of haywire, feed sacks and shoe scraps. And who, in planting time and 
harvest season, will finish his forty-hour week by Tuesday noon, then, from “tractor 
back,” put in another seventy-two hours.” So God made a farmer. 

God had to have somebody willing to ride the ruts at double speed to get the hay in 
ahead of the rain clouds and yet stop in mid field and race to help when he sees the 
first smoke from a neighbors place. So God made a farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody strong enough to clear trees and heave bales, yet gentle 
enough to tame lambs and wean pigs and tend the pink colored pullets, who will 
stop his mower to splint the broken leg of a meadowlark. It had to be somebody 
who’d plow deep and straight and not cut corners. Somebody to seed, weed, feed, 
breed and rake and disc and plow, and plant and tie the fleece and strain the milk 
and replenish the self-feeder and finish a hard weeks work with a five mile drive to 
church. 

“Somebody who’d bale a family together with the strong bonds of sharing, who 
would laugh and then sigh, and then reply, with smiling eyes, when his son says he 
want s to spend his life ‘doing what dad does.’ ”So God made a farmer.  

As I sit here working on 
this newsletter, during 
round 7 of 12 Chemo-
therapy treatment, I 
want to send out a huge 
THANK YOU to every-
one for the ongoing sup-
port.  Thank you for the 
phone calls, visits, food, 
prayers, and words of 
encouragement.  I am 
tolerating the Chemo 
OK and not venturing 
too far as to avoid any 
unnecessary contact 
with the current bugs. 

Merry Christmas  
God 
Bless  

♥
Karen  

Gentle Reminder: 

If you have a complement, 

concern, or complaint can 

you please make sure that 

you put it in writing, and 

sign the note so that it can 

be addressed and you can 

be contacted with results.  

Thank You 

Children in church 

- A Sunday School teacher asked her little children, as they were 

on the way to church service, 

“And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?” 

One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping."  

 

- My grandson was visiting one day when he asked , 

“Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?” 

I mentally polished my halo, while I asked, 

“No, how are we alike?” 

"You're both old," he replied.  

 



 

 

410—Fourth Street, Strathmore, 

Alberta T1P 1B4 

Phone: 403-934-3025 

Fax: 403-934-3081 

Website: www.smoreuc.com 

E-mail: Office 

smoreuc@gmail.com 

rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com  

 

Church Office Hours:  

Wed & Thurs. 9—12  

You can leave a message on the 

answering machine or email 

(smoreuc@gmail.com)  
 

S T R A T H M O R E  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

If you have questions, concerns  or wish to 
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W. 
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca 

 

Quilting group—Wednesdays 10 am 

meet in the basement.  Bring a lunch. 

Book Club—1st Tuesday of the Month 1 

pm in the Church Library 

Agape Group—Meet  Second Tuesday 

7:30 pm watch for where and when.  

Council Meet—4th Tuesday of the 

Month.  

Mary Martha UCW Group—Meets 3rd 

Thursday Contact Peggy 

Property Team Meet—3rd Saturday 

Ongoing Events 

 

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Authorized Remittance (PAR) 

or to receive envelopes, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office—403-934-3025 

or Karen— 403-934-3579 
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Our Mission Statement 
Strathmore United Church is a com-

munity of faith, striving to make a 

difference for Christ. 

 Although we are no longer required to 
wear masks, feel free to if you wish.  
Please remember if you are not feeling 
well to please stay home as COVID and 
the flu is definitely in the air!! 

 We are collecting donations for the 
Crisis Shelter they are looking for Mitts, 
hats, Underwear & socks, for all ages 
and gender.  They can be placed under 
the Christmas tree at the church. 

 Dec 15—Bible study 10 am. “Meet your 
Neighbour”  speaker from the Sikhs 
will be speaking this week. 

 Dec 17—Concert  7:30 PM  -  Song of 
Joy and Peace 

 Dec 18—Regular Church service 10:30 
 Dec. 24th—7:30 pm Christmas Eve 

service 
 Dec. 25th  - Regular Service 10:30 AM 
 Jan. 1st, 2023—Regular Service 10:30  
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

Wishing you a blessed 

Christmas and Holiday 

season 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith 

through worship, music, fellowship and  
outreach. 

 


