October 2021

Issue 43

The Vine
S T R A T H M O R E U N I T E D
N E W S L E T T E R
Minister Musings
I N S I D E T H I S
I S S U E :

Ministers Musing

1

UCW

2

Thrift sale Pics

2

Funerals

3

Wedding
Finances

3

Quilters

3

Guatemala

4

Broadview

4

Did you know…

5

Thrift sale Pics

5

Office hours contact

6

Upcoming events/Ongoing
Events

6

3

Autumn is my favorite season. I love
the sights, the scents, the sounds and
the tastes of the season. The mountain
ash tree out the front of the church is a
spectacular show of yellow and red.
Grays Pond is chocker block full of
ducks and geese this year and I must
admit, when I am outside, I stop whatever I am doing to watch a flight of
birds go past. Often they are so low
you can hear their wings singing. Nothing compares to the taste of a homegrown tomato sandwich. Autumn is my
favorite.
The seasons are always changing –
moving forward. Life is always changing –moving forward. It may not have
seemed that way this past 18 months
with the church closed for Sunday services but life did move forward. Thus
the series we are working through this
autumn: Moving Forward so we Come
Home Well.

You often hear the comment: we
would like to get back to normal. You
can’t go back ---you must move forward. It really is a wonderful opportunity, a time to examine and evaluate
things so you can put your best foot
forward.

C H U R C H

What ‘idols’ have we been carrying, for
a season or for many years, that we
need to set aside in order to move forward well?
Where we left with hostility, may there
healing. Where we left with a wound,
may there be welcome.
What is it we need to bring with us to
remind us that God is always with us.
There has been much loss over the past
18 months. How will we make space
for people to acknowledge their loss
and grief? How will we honor their
feelings, as a community? And how
can we walk with them back into
wholeness?

The disciples returned to their ‘old way
of making a living’ when Jesus died.
They went down to the lake to go fishing. But they have changed. And so
has ‘home’; fishing isn’t what it used to
be. But Jesus meets them there.
Jesus will meet us too, as we seize the
opportunity to move forward and come
home well!
Grace and peace is with you,

Rev. Pamela Scott
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UCW
Fully Vaccinated members met and after hearing about
everyone's ideas and concerns about holding the Thrift
Sale it was decided to host the sale exclusively outside
in a fenced compound.
The sale took place September 30, October 1st, 9—5,
October 2nd, 9 –1. Masks were mandatory, hand sanitizer supplied on entry, 50 people allowed in the yard at
one time and physical distancing was required.
With the help of many volunteers and amazing weather, the sale was successfully completed. The UCW wish
to thank all the many shoppers and especially all volunteers that helped set up, work many hours and helped
clean up we could not have done it with out all your
help. This year has to be the fastest clean up on record.
Thank you everyone.
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We have had to say a sad farewell to:
Brad the son of Rene Betts in July,
Eldon Peterson passed away July 23rd,
his burial was September 4th.
George Ernest Walker passed away
September 2 .
May all that you shared bring you peace in your
time of sadness. Sympathy to all families and
friends.

Congratulation to Drew Janzen (son of Don
and Laura Janzen) and Lucy Wang who were
married August 8/14, 2021.

The Quilters back at it!!

As of September 28, 2021
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Guatemala Update
LPN Training Program:
The graduates of the LPN Training Program have been invaluable to their communities during the
pandemic. They are often the only source of medical assistance in the marginated areas. It has been
necessary to hold classes by ZOOM or phone, for those without access to computers. It is easier for students to be face to face, but we all know the reality of physical distancing during the pandemic. The
hope is that in-person classes may begin in the near future.
The current class will graduate this year. Because of the size of the meeting room, class size is limited
to 30 per learning cycle.
At this time, Guatemala is living through unprecedented levels of government corruption. Judicial fairness is in question as the government has removed judges who remain faithful to the law verses the desires of corporations and corrupt government officials. This overlay makes life even more difficult for
people whose access to fair judicial process may be nearly impossible.
Thanks to you, GATE Charitable Giving was able to cover our commitments to scholarship needs as
well as the water project, rural needs and the youth leadership program. While we so often read and
hear negative news from Latin America, there are those committed to bringing about change from within. Your generosity makes this possible.
I wish you a Fall season of cooler temperatures and perhaps, even, a slower pace of life. THANK
YOU for being in solidarity with us to bring hope to our friends and colleagues in Latin America.
Blessings and Gratitude,
Marie DesJarlais, FSPA

A big thank you for everyone who has continued to pray and
financially support our commitment to our Guatemala project.
With gratitude,
Linda D and Ellen H.
The Guatemala Team

,

BROADVIEW

Winter is near and Covid will be with us for the foreseeable future unfortunately.
Faith in God and some interesting reading material (Broadview) will help us cope.
If you would like to subscribe for yourself, a family member or a friend do this....
Contact Chas. Watson at 403-934-4515 or cm_watson@hotmail for more details.
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Did you know….
even though we have not been in the building, the work here has continued.

















The eves trough was re secured to the building. A portion blew off the one summer storm we experienced.
The elevator has been inspected annually. It needs inspecting even though it was not being used.
The wood handrails were refinished.
The furnace has been inspected and serviced.
The kitchen and cupboards in the library have all been scrubbed and cleaned.
The main kitchen, including the two ovens, two refrigerators and one freezer have all been washed and
cleaned, along with all the cupboards.
The walls in the staircase coming down from the side door to the basement were washed.
Council met 11 of 12 months via Zoom. The church has a Zoom account that you can use for any meeting
you wish to book on Zoom.
Offering was counted and deposited
Bills were paid
Phone calls answered
Services were planned and recorded
The flowers were planted, watered, trimmed and cared for.
The inside plants were watered and fertilized.
The garbage and green waste was and is taken to the street each and every week.
The silk plants in the sanctuary have been washed.

And this is just the tip of the iceberg! So much happens to maintain the building, but even more happens in order
to build and maintain the church! Thank you for being ‘the church’, the people of God, here in Strathmore.
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Vision Statement
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith
through worship, music, fellowship and
outreach.

S T R AT H M O R E
U N I T E D C H U R C H
410—Fourth Street, Strathmore,
Alberta T1P 1B4
Church Office Hours:
Phone: 403-934-3025
Wednesday mornings 9—12
Fax: 403-934-3081
You can leave a message on the
Website: www.smoreuc.com
answering machine or email
If you have questions, concerns or wish to
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W.
E-mail: Office
(smoreuc@gmail.com)
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca
smoreuc@gmail.com
rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

Ongoing Events
Our Mission Statement
Strathmore United Church is a community of faith, striving to make a
difference for Christ.

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Covid 19—Please avoid hugging, shaking
hands and such. We don’t want anyone
sick.
October 5—Book club will meet in the
Church Library 1 PM.
Purdy Chocolate fundraiser coming soon.
November 13—Meals to GO—More info
soon.

Bulletin Humour
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing
of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon.
The sermon this morning: “Jesus walks on the
Water.” The sermon tonight: “Searching for
Jesus.”
A Sunday school teacher asked her children
as they were on the way to church service,
"And why is it necessary to be quiet in
church?"
One bright little girl replied,
"Because people are sleeping."

Authorized Remittance (PAR)
or to receive envelopes,
please contact Susan at the
church office—403-934-3025
or Karen— 403-934-3579

Everything will fall into
place, just be patient!

First Tuesday of the month—Book
club meet in the church library at 1
PM.
First Tuesday of the month—Agape
meet at 7:30.
Fourth Tuesday of the month—
Council meet - 7 PM
Third Thursday—Mary Martha UCW
group meet. Contact Peggy
McLean for location of meeting.
Third Saturday of the Month—
Property Team meet 10 AM at the
Church
Every Wednesday—Quilting group
meet in the church basement.
Bring your lunch and join for some
cutting, sewing and chatting.
Bottle collecting—Bag in the foyer
all money raised goes to our
Guatemala Project.
Food Bank Donations—gratefully
accepted in the black bin in the
foyer of the church.

