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comfort and be happy to proceed with
“The times they are a-changin” – I’m begin- caution. Some will find the ongoing precautions frustrating as they are fed up and
ning to think this is always the case. If
want to hit the gate running. So how do we
there is no change – there is no life. But
sometimes the change is rapid and not so prepare ourselves for the reality we are
about to find ourselves in?
welcome. Much of the change that has
occurred this past year falls under that cat- Pray – give your concerns and your frustraegory.
tions to God. Respect each other – everyLast year at this time I left for a time of retreat in London and then extended the
stay to visit some relatives in France and
England. When I left for England, there was
not one case of Covid in the province.
When I returned the province was on lockdown and in-person services we not allowed.
The entire world has been experiencing a
storm – we do not all find ourselves in the
same boat. I believe the boat we have
been in has weathered the storm well.
There have been losses, some of enormous
proportion, but we have pulled together,
offered support, and are getting through.
With the advent of vaccines, it would seem
the storm is subsiding. This is good news,
offering hope that things soon will open,
and we will ‘get back to normal’.

one has a different level of risk tolerance.
Treat each other with compassion. Be kind
to one another.
The verses that jump to mind are familiar
ones: “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind. Love your neighbour as
yourself.” (NRSV) “Love the Lord your God
with all your passion and prayer and intelligence. Love others as well as you love
yourself.” (The Message)
By relying on God, we will get through this
storm and be able to disembark on a calm
and welcoming shore, empowered to live
out our call to ‘be a welcoming community
of faith, (respecting, treating others with
kindness and compassion) equipping people for Christian discipleship, supporting
each other in their faith journeys such that
we can go out into the world and make a
difference for Christ.

The saying is over-used, but I believe that
we need to be prepared for ‘a new normal’. Even when most folks have received Grace and peace are with you,
their vaccine, the health authorities cauRev. Pamela Scott
tion, that not all the precautions will fall by
the wayside.
Some will find the continued precautions a
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UCW

is planning to hold a reduced outdoor Thrift Sale May 10-15, 2021. Sale items will be more limited in
scale but we have high hopes for emptying the large shed. We will utilize the locking compound and the two gates
for one entrance and one exit. Tables and shelves will be set along the church wall for displays of china and glassware. We hope to use a loaner tent and other tables to maximize what we can display. Perhaps even some of the
portable racks for some clothing. Books will be on tables in front of the shed. The west wall of the church will also
be utilized. Items outside of the compound will have to be put back at night making more work but we have folks
willing to undertake that.
We will be telling folks that we are not able to accept new donations of clothing, linens, curtains, bedding and
large furniture at this time.
Sale days are weather dependant. Mask wearing, hand sanitizing and social distancing are mandatory.
Sorting of bags of clothing from the shed can be done by volunteers in their garages safely.
The quality and antique items will not be part of this sale. A separate sale will take place later on its own.
Once again UCW calls upon our generous Thrift Sale helpers to volunteer some time and effort to put this event on
successfully. We look forward to working together, safely, with you. Submitted by Sharon W.
Spring has sprung,
The grass is riz,
I wonder where the birdies is.
Not sure why I was thinking of this poem. Not sure who wrote it. But I was thinking of
this poem just the other day. This much I can say with certainty --whoever wrote it did not live in Strathmore.
Thinking of Spring, I generally think colour. At the coast, Spring is colour –brilliant colours coming in every shade
under the sun! There are the various greens, fresh ones bursting forth and those that kept their green all winter.
The variety of flowers that explode out of their buds come in a variety of colours –whites and yellows and pinks and
purples and orange and every shade in between. Spring at the coast is an eruption of colour!!

Not so much here. But what you so notice is the return of the birds. The first day I heard and saw one goose. The
next day a few more. Then a small flock of swans went over. Then I spotted a few starlings. The birds are coming
back! It is Spring! I don’t wonder where they are –they are returning! And with the warmth this past Sunday, the
snow made an unprecedented retreat. I can see the lawn –hints of green in the expanse of brown –but I can see
the grass. I was filled with joy! Winter is retreating; Spring has sprung. Not quite as colourful as at the coast, but
here never-the-less.
I marvel at the consistence of nature. We can count on the sun rising every day. It may be behind clouds, but it is
there. We can count on the season of Spring to follow Winter, and Summer to follow Spring. Sometimes the seasons are short, but they are they. The Creator seemed to know that we humans need some consistency in our lives.
For this I give thanks.
I am also grateful that with the coming of Spring, our outdoor ‘distanced’ visits will be more comfortable. No longer
will we have to be garbed in our winter woollies to visit outside. I am looking forward to connecting with folks
again, outside where it is safe. It certainly lifts my spirit to see people even if the visit is brief.
So, take care, remain vigilant, and schedule an outside visit with a friend, as our slightly less than predictable Spring
weather allows. Summer is on the way –thanks be to God. Rev. Pamela Scott
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With heavy hearts we have had to say a sad farewell to Agnes Smith Dec. 21, 2020, Robert Davidson
Jan. 31, 2021, Emerson Howard Feb 4, 2021, Marg
Eeles, Feb. 15, 2021, Diane Gray, Feb. 23, 2021
May all that you shared bring you peace
in your time of sadness.
Sympathy to all families and friends.

Your help is needed!!! One key to our RBC safety
deposit box is missing. It is 2 inches long, a flat
metal key with 525 stamped on it.
If anyone knows its “whereabouts” please contact Chas W. at 403-934-4515. Thank You.

Vaccines are important.
After receiving the vaccine, it takes two to three
weeks before there is any immunity built-up in
your system.
Please do follow-up and get a second dose of vaccine – that is how it is most effective.
Remember, receiving the vaccine does not mean
you will never contract Covid. What a vaccine does
is reduce the severity of the disease should you
catch it.
Current statistics suggest that after having the vaccine, if you contract the disease, hospitalization
rates are low to nil and no one who has received
the vaccine has perished from Covid.
MEALS TO GO The February Meals to go was a great
success and we thank everyone who placed orders, donated food, helped cook, package, and deliver the meals.
We raised $761.79 for the local fund.
We also held a fund raiser for the Guatemala Project
offering baked sausage for Shrove Tues. We had a great
response and raised $560.00.
Council has decided to focus our fund-raising energy on
the outdoor “Thrift Sale” planned by the UCW in lieu of
their regular spring sale. This will be a challenging project and requires as much help as possible. We will
therefore delay any food related projects for the spring.
Thanks to everyone for your generous support.
Respectfully submitted, Donalda L.
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From ROSA Translated by Pamela's niece`s husband!
Reverend Sister Pamela,
Receive a greeting of PEACE AND WELLNESS, extended to your congregation and parishioners. We take this opportunity to
thank on behalf of the women who are receiving scholarships to train as Auxiliary Nurses, and promoters in the human rights
of women; we share with you that these women have shown great resilience reinventing new actions in order to achieve
their goals.
These have been difficult times, the COVID 19 pandemic has affected the whole world and it could be said that women have
been the most affected regardless of which sector they belong to. In the case of Guatemala, the confinement in place, where
the house was a safe place, in many cases, became the place of greatest violence against women and girls.
The following is the data that reflect this situation. According to the Observatory of Women of the Public Ministry as of February 28, 2021, it reports that 10,525 complaints of violence against women, receiving around 229 daily complaints; 95 femicides and violent deaths; 1,319 victims of rape and 700 of sexual assault, daily Isabel Claudina activate 4 alerts.
The OSAR Sexual and Reproductive Health Observatory reported in the year 2020, 4,105 pregnancies in girls between 10 and
14 years old and 86,831 in adolescents between 15 and 19 years old, making a total of 90,936 pregnancies in girls and adolescents.
Some of the women were awarded grants by our program are women who work in maquilas, and who even in these months
are still unemployed since they were fired, others are women in a prostitution context and their situation is high risk, others
in the economy informal sectors, sectors that the government has left without greater protection. The beauty of this program is that it gives women a hope of improvement, of change. Having this opportunity
opens the doors to them, to work as auxiliary nurses, in private hospitals, in his community
giving injections, serums, as well as in caring for the elderly, the sick at home.
We are doing this training process in a hybrid
way, by platform, and other face-to-face. I enclose some photos of last year's promotion and
face-to-face training sessions.
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR BEING PART OF CONTRIBUTING TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN
WHO HAVE NOT HAD THIS OPPORTUNITY AS A
RIGHT TO OVERCOME AND WITH THEM THE
OVERCOME OF THEIR FAMILIES.
With love as always, Rosa Escobar.

Note from Pamela I received a letter from Sr. Maria that Rosa sent to her. It would seem that Rosa is facing
some health challenges and she is doing her best to address them. The situation in Guatemala is not good. People,
primarily young girls and women are going missing and the government is clamping down on those who want humans rights protected and lived out. The conservative church groups there tend to be ultra-conservative and do
not necessarily support human rights for all, a living wage, workers rights. You are ‘right with God’ so protected
and if you disappear there must be unforgiven sin that you are being punished for. The last sentence is thanking us
for our support, offering the light and love of God by lifting her and her workers and the suffering people of Guatemala to God in prayers and by sending financial support for the work she does educating people about their basic
human rights, fighting for justice for the people and teaching the LPN program so some are lifted
out of poverty. This year there were four graduates from her program.
Early in 2021 we sent down our years collection of funds, $2,531.19 USD. We had a very successful fund raiser with the Shrove Sunday Syrup Sausages: we raised $560.00. Today I took in the
empties to the tune of $8.30. If you have bottles/cans you wish to donate to Guatemala bring
them into the church and add them to the collection bin.
Thank you for your prayers and support for our sisters and brothers in Christ living in Guatemala.

Four graduates from Rosa’s
program!
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Announcing Dr.
Timothy Brennan
Steeves. He officially finished his
Doctor of Musical
Arts from Rice University in Houston,
Texas in January
2021. His graduation ceremony is to
be announced.

A Contemporary Word

Bad things do happen; how I respond to
them defines my character and the quality of
my life. I can choose to sit in perpetual sadness, immobilized by the gravity of my loss,
or I can choose to rise from the pain and
treasure the most precious gift I have - life
itself.

–– Walter Anderson

Some people spend so much time hunting treasure that they fail to see it all
around them. It's like sifting through
gold to find the silt.
–– Richard Paul Evans

Congratulations Timothy!
Thank You Linda D. for the following story and the SMILE
An elderly woman had two large pots, each hung on the ends of
a pole which she carried across her neck.
One of the pots had a crack in it while the other pot was perfect
and always delivered a full portion of water.
At the end of the long walks from the stream to the house, the
cracked pot arrived only half full.
For two full years this went on daily, with the woman bringing
home only one and a half pots of water.
Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments.
But the cracked pot was ashamed of its own imperfection, and
miserable that it could only do half of what it had been made to
do.
After two years of what it had perceived to be bitter failure, it
spoke to the woman one day by the stream.
I am ashamed of myself, because this crack in my side causes
water to leak out all the way back to your house.
The old woman smiled, did you notice that there are flowers on
your side of the path, and every day while we walk back, you water them.

Each of us has our unique flaw. But it is the cracks and flaws that
we each have that make our lives together so very interesting
and rewarding.
You've just got to take each person for what they are and look
for the good in them.
SO, to all of my cracked pot friends, have a great day and remember to smell the flowers on your side of the path!
God bless you all!!!!!

SMILE for those doing more puzzles lately.
A little silver-haired lady calls her neighbor and says "Please come over here and help me. I
have a killer puzzle, and I can't figure out how to
get started." Her neighbor asks "What is it supposed to be when it is finished?"
The little silver-haired lady says "According to the
picture on the box, it's a rooster."
Her neighbor decides to go over and help with the
puzzle.
She lets him in and shows him where she has the
puzzle spread all over the table.
He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at
the box, then turns to her and says "First of all, no
matter what we do, we are not going to be able to
assemble these pieces into anything resembling a
rooster."
He takes her hand and says "Secondly, I want you
to relax.
Lets have a nice cup of tea, and then, he said with a
deep sigh..........................
LETS PUT ALL THE CORN FLAKES BACK IN THE BOX
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Vision Statement
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith
through worship, music, fellowship and
outreach.

S T R AT H M O R E
U N I T E D C H U R C H
410—Fourth Street, Strathmore,
Alberta T1P 1B4
Church Office Hours:
Phone: 403-934-3025
Wednesday mornings 9—12
Fax: 403-934-3081
You can leave a message on the
Website: www.smoreuc.com
answering machine or email
If you have questions, concerns or wish to
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W.
E-mail: Office
(smoreuc@gmail.com)
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca
smoreuc@gmail.com
rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
 Due to the COVID—19 most of the

upcoming events are CANCELLED until
further notice. Some groups are
meeting online.

Ongoing Events
Our Mission Statement
Strathmore United Church is a community of faith, striving to make a
difference for Christ.

Due to the COVID—19 most of the

upcoming events are CANCELLED until
further notice. Some groups are
meeting online.

If you wish to sign up for Pre-

 Outdoor Thrift Sale—May 10—15, 2021
 Agape—Via Zoom—April 5th/21 7:30
 Council Meeting—April 27, 2021– 7:00
 Chinook Region Meet—May 6—8/21

Authorized Remittance (PAR)
or to receive envelopes,
please contact Susan at the
church office—403-934-3025
or Karen— 403-934-3579

Everything will fall into
place, just be patient!

Purdy`s Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone that supported the Purdy’s Easter Chocolate Sales. We are happy to announce we made $358.58. Thanks
again.

