
 

 

Minister Musings 

Hope—I think this Christmas is more 

hopeful than last. With the advent of 

an effective vaccine restrictions are not 

as tight this Christmas as last. Concert 

venues are open and folks are ready to 

take in the sounds of the season. The 

Calgary Fiddlers concert was sold out! 

Everyone there seemed to enjoy the 

energy and enthusiasm of the young 

performers.  

Preparing for the festivities is easier 

too. Ordering everything on-line is not 

the only option. The shops are open 

and it feels good to be back selecting 

items off the shelf.  

That said, when I went the mall to pick 

up the candles I pre-ordered for Christ-

mas Eve service last Tuesday afternoon, 

you could have rolled a bowling ball 

down the mall and not hit a soul. Many 

people are still playing it safe. There is 

wisdom in that too.  

Joseph and Mary could not play it safe. 

They were forced to travel on foot at 

the very end of Mary’s pregnancy. I 

wonder how many babes were birthed 

on the roadside while their parents 

were travelling to register for the tax 

the Roman’s were imposing. I wonder 

how much soap and water was around 

for washing up after the birth. They 

were certainly not disinfecting the wall 

when the boy child sprayed it during a 

diaper change!  

There is a time and a season –a time to 

play it safe, and a time to risk change. 

My prayer this Christmas season is that 

God grant us the wisdom to see the 

possibilities that ‘hope’ offers. May our 

imaginations run wild! May the Spirit 

give us eyes to see things with a new 

perspective when that is needed. And 

may the peace of Christ fill us as we 

follow the promptings of the Holy One.  

Have a blessed and peaceful Christmas,  

Rev. Pamela Scott   

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

This year there are two services 
planned for Christmas Eve you must be 

masked for both.  

4 pm: you must show proof of vaccina-
tion, no limit for numbers.  

7:30 pm: open to all with a capacity 
limit of 50 (includes those leading wor-
ship) When we hit the limit the doors 

will be closed.  
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Current AHS Regulations 

As of today, November 30th, these are the regula-
tions we must live with. Our capacity for a worship 
service is one third of fire code capacity, which is 
one third of 150, so 50 people. This number includes 
all the people in the building at any one time, so the 
pianist and organist and sound person and song 
leader and the preacher and ushers count as part of 
the limit of 50 folks. Everyone is to be masked and 
practice physical distancing.  

For a service of worship we do not check for vaccina-
tion status. This means that the opportunity to wor-
ship is open for all. A group of people gathered to 
worship cannot remove their masks except for com-
munion because it is considered an integral part of 
worship.  

The church opted into the REP program. What that 
means is that we are able to have our activities such 
as quilting, book club, and team meetings on the 
condition that everyone present has proof of vac-
cination on their person. If we did not check for vac-
cination status, we could not have these activities. 
Because everyone is vaccinated you can share re-
freshments. Sharing food and drink is a more high 
risk activity and each group must assess its risk toler-
ance before partaking. Masks should be worn at all 
times except when you are eating.  

The situation is fluid and another variant has devel-
oped. We will keep abreast of the most current reg-
ulations and apply them as needed.  
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Agape, 

The Agape group and friends enjoyed a wonder-

ful evening, Wednesday, Dec 7th in the Church 

basement.  The potluck supper and Christmas 

craft were organized by Linda Freeman and her 

excellent team.  Thanks to everyone for their 

enthusiastic participation.  All the best in 2022! 

UCW 
UCW held their annual meeting on November 23rd with 16 women attending and contributing to the best potluck 
lunch we have ever had!   
Business included a memorial remembering the lives and deaths of departed members and friends from: 
     2019: Fan Cousins 
     2020: Ruby Prescott 
     2021: Diane Gray, Margaret Eeles, Jane Smith, Rebecca Brockmoeller We also remembered Laura Edwards, a 
former member and long serving UCW member at that time.  
We remember Agnes Smith as well. 
 
A partly new UCW executive was elected: 
     Chairperson Lynne Fair 
      Vice chairperson Sandy Lukacs 
     Past chairperson Alice Bramley 
     Treasurer Anne Godsman 
     Secretary Sharon White 
 
It was decided to not have a spring Thrift Sale in 2022 and to look at having 
a fall Thrift Sale depending on COVID and rules at that time. 
The Vintage and Treasures Sale can happen in the spring in the church basement for one or two days by limiting 
numbers allowed in at a time, masks wearing, hand sanitizing, distancing and checking QR codes.  Items for this 
have been saved for close to two years and are COVID free.  
 
The 2022 budget was determined and many donations given in 2021.  The donations are smaller again this year as 
income was much less than in past years.  UCW earned $7324.40 in 2021 with a bank balance on Nov.15/21 of 
$17,658.52.  A good part of that was dispensed in donations locally. 
 
Incoming Chairperson Lynne Fair thanked the 2020/2021 executive for their work and presented gifts to each one.  
She also researched the years served by secretary Sharon White and astounded me with the number, 37.   Years 
have passed quickly for all of us as we have enjoyed being UCW members. 
 
We wish you all a wonderful Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Christ.  May you enjoy good health, compan-
ionship and much joy in the New Year.  
 
Submitted by Sharon W.  
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God is in control and He is always with us. We need to 

lean on God when it seems 

we can’t go on. We can do 

all things through Christ who 

strengthens us.  

Respectfully, 

Laura Janzen    

Life As We Know It  

As you all know too well, we have seen some radically 

different times over the last almost two years. In March 

of 2020 our church building was closed due to the pan-

demic. It seemed that the world as we knew it was com-

ing to an end. But was it….?  

Even though the doors were locked there were still ac-

tivities going on. Council started communicating by e-

mail but soon transitioned to meeting virtually via 

“Zoom”. Eventually the Agape group started to meet 

this way also.  Phone fan out groups were formed to 

keep in touch with the congregation. Pamela was busy 

with virtual meetings and keeping us up to date with the 

latest covid regulations for churches. Some of our tech 

talented people learned how to record our services and 

put them online, we eventually learned of a grant 

offered to buy audiovisual equipment of our own. When 

we could enter the church building again, people contin-

ued to water plants, paint window frames and handrails 

and keep the elevator working and serviced. The church 

itself received a thorough cleaning from the kitchen to 

the floors to the library. Fundraising still went on in the 

form of Purdy’s chocolate sales, Meals to Go and Arts on 

817.  We resumed in-person services in September and 

the Thrift Sale happened again this fall.  Now life is 

starting to get back to a new normal.  A great big thank 

you to all who helped keep things going.  Also, a big 

thank you to all who continued to financially support the 

church.  Some churches had to lay off their staff but for-

tunately, we did not.  We did receive some financial sup-

port through government programs which helped us a 

lot.  Thanks to the amazing financial support of the con-

gregation from 2020-2021 we have come through this 

pandemic in better shape than many.  We could use a 

little more help though as we are short of our budget 

projection by approximately $9,000.  We thank you 

again for your continued support of the work of the 

church. This pandemic has taught us how to switch 

gears in midstream, try new things and do things differ-

ently than we did before. It has also reminded us that 

ARTS on 817 

Arts on the 817 have braved their first indoor concert 

for the 2021-2022 Concert Season.  We thank our 

many patrons for once again joining us for live music 

concerts.  We had a SOLD OUT concert on Dec 4th for 

the Calgary Fiddlers.   

Our next concert will be Jan 28th featuring “The Fret-

less”.  This concert will be held at Hope Community 

Covenant Church as we continue to follow Covid rules 

with 1/3 capacity that allows for 150 patrons.   

Tickets are available at the VAULT Cultural Collective 

Mon- Fri 10:00-4:00. 

Or online through the Church web site 

www.smoreuc.com , payment can be made by etrans-

fer to  smoretreasurer@gmail.com  OR  PAYPAL 

These tickets must be picked up at the door the night 

of the concert.   

Donalda will also 

have tickets availa-

ble for purchase 

each Sunday until 

the concert. 

We wish you all a 

Wonderful Christ-

mas!   

http://www.smoreuc.com
mailto:smoretreasurer@gmail.com
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Grant Application 

The church has applied for a Security Upgrade Grant. We 
asked for funds to cover better outside lighting and for cam-
eras to monitor the entryways. We will hear late January 
whether we have been successful in our application. A big 
thank you to those who secured the necessary quotes and 
those who helped get the paperwork compiled and sub-
mitted!  

Women in Solidarity Clinic, Guatemala City: 

Feliz Navidad, Joyeux Noel, Shengdan jie Kuaile, Happy Hanukkah and every-

one and all Merry Christmas. This is the season of celebration for the wide 

world. Amidst the political unrest and corruption in Guatemala they too are 

celebrating Christmas. Thank you to the UCW ladies for their generous dona-

tion to our Guatemala project of $500.00 and to the congregational commu-

nity for supporting our "Bucks for Blessings" campaign, we raised $286.20. 

Donations are a blessing as we as a caring community continue to support 

financially and prayfully the work of Rosa Escobar and her staff. Their dedica-

tion and commitment to the health and welfare of the women and girls and 

their families in the most impoverished areas of Guatemala is a work of lov-

ing labor, and faith. Remember Rosa and her staff and their students this 

Christmas with your prayers for their safety, peace, and good health as the 

pandemic and political unrest spreads through their country.  

Thank you again for your support, for your prayers, for your financial giving, 

for this project.  

Merry Christmas,  Linda D. and Ellen    

 

 

The United Church of Canada developed Gifts with Vision in re-

sponse to member requests to be able to give gifts to relatives, 

friends, and loved ones that are in direct support of the church's 

Mission & Service partners. We are all encouraged to do acts of 

kindness for others, this is one excellent opportunity.  You can 

choose Canadian gifts, Indigenous Canadian, or Global gifts.  If 

you have not received a catalogue you can check the church to 

see if there are some available or go online to giftswithvision.ca.  

You will be issued a receipt for you donation.   

Meals to GO!!! 

Purdy`s Fundraiser 

Thank you to everyone that supported 

the Christmas Purdy’s Chocolate Sales.  

We are happy to announce we made  

$819.23  Thanks again !  

Blessing Poster 

 



 

 

410—Fourth Street, Strathmore, 

Alberta T1P 1B4 

Phone: 403-934-3025 

Fax: 403-934-3081 

Website: www.smoreuc.com 

E-mail: Office 

smoreuc@gmail.com 

rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com  

 

Church Office Hours: 

Wednesday, Thursday mornings 

9—12  

You can leave a message on the 

answering machine or email 

(smoreuc@gmail.com)  

S T R A T H M O R E  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

If you have questions, concerns  or wish to 
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W. 
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca 

 

Quilting group—Wednesdays 10 am 

meet in the basement.  Bring a lunch. 

Book Club—1st Tuesday of the Month 1 

pm in the Church Library 

Agape Group—Meet at 7:30 pm Donalda 

will provide more information. 

Council Meet—4th Tuesday of the 

Month.  

Ongoing Events 

 

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Authorized Remittance (PAR) 

or to receive envelopes, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office—403-934-3025 

or Karen— 403-934-3579 
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Our Mission Statement 
Strathmore United Church is a com-

munity of faith, striving to make a 

difference for Christ. 

 Dec. 24— Christmas Eve service—   

4:00—We are asking all attendees must 

wear a mask and show their QR Codes 

for proof of Vaccinations. 

7:30—All attendees must wear a mask 

no proof of vaccine required 1/3 fire 

code capacity.    

 All Annual Reports are due to Susan 

electronically at smoreuc@gmail.com 

by January 5/2022 

 January 11, 2021—Council Meeting 
7:00 pm 

 January 28—7:30 pm The Fretless 
Concert at Hope Community Covenant 
Church 

 February 6, 2021—Annual Meeting—In 
person in the basement of the church. 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

Everything will fall into 

place, just be patient! 

Vision Statement 
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith 

through worship, music, fellowship and  
outreach. 

Funny Story 

A teacher asked her Sunday school 
class to draw pictures of their fa-
vourite Bible stories.  She was puz-
zled by one child's picture, which 
showed four people on an airplane 
so she asked him which story it was 
meant to represent.  "The flight to 
Egypt," he responded.  "I see.  That 
must be Mary, Joseph and the baby 
Jesus, "the teacher replied, "but 
who's the fourth person?"  "Oh, 
that's Pontius- the Pilot." 

GIVING TREE 


