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N E W S L E T T E R
Minister Musings
What a year it has been! And it’s not over
yet.
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It has been very different. I was trying to recall and think I was under 10 years of age,
maybe 7 or 8, when my Grandmother moved
from Calgary to Victoria. That is when family
vacations started heading west. Each and
every year since then I have been in the
mountains, sometimes on my way somewhere –usually the coast. In my teen years I
went on the Baptist Church Hiking Camps
which were all held in the mountains. With
Girl Guides I went camping –in the mountains. More recently I have been to Sundance
Ranch to ride a horse in the mountains while
on holiday. So for me to stick close to home
this past summer has been a massive
change. No mountains!

My house has benefitted. All the closets are
now painted. The kitchen cupboards that
Upcoming events/Ongoing
6
needed it have been refinished. Two new
flower beds are ready to plant. The front
Due to COVID—19 all in per- sidewalk is widened. I’ve read more novels
son gathering/meetings at and even made dill pickles. All good things.
the church are cancelled
until further notice. Stay Other changes? I am again washing my hands
well, stay informed, and almost as often as I did when I was working
stay connected. Check in the dental office. I’ve gone through more
hand sanitizer than ever before. I wear a
https://smoreuc.com/ for
mask whenever I am in public indoor spaces
online services.
and sometimes outdoors when distancing is
not maintained. I’ve learned Zoom and when
the Region holds its meeting will learn another platform. I’m on YouTube.
Wow! All this to say that life is about change.
Usually the changes come in smaller incre-

C H U R C H

ments and over a longer period of time, but
truly, life is about change. And change we
must. Masks just might be the new normal.
Using hand sanitizer whenever you enter a
building just might be the new normal.
The situation is fluid –for everyone. It is the
first time for opening businesses and schools
and places of worship during a pandemic.
None of us have experience doing this and
the guidelines are not set in stone but
change as the situation with the pandemic
changes.
As people of faith, we must lean into our
faith and live grace. We need to offer grace
to those who choose to stick close to home
and be cautious. We need to be grace filled
toward those who are ready to be out and
about. Most of all we need to love and respect our neighbours and do whatever we
can to keep them and ourselves safe. If everyone makes the minor adjustments needed
perhaps the second and third waves will be
small. We all hope and pray that people will
not loose their lives to this new disease nor
be living with long term health challenges as
a result of it.
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and will all your soul, and with all you mind,
and will all your strength….You shall love
your neighbour as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Mark
12:30-31
Be kind. Stay safe. God bless.

Rev. Pamela Scott
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Property Team
The Arts on 817 team regret to inform you that the
FALL CONCERTS have all been cancelled due to Covid19. We are on hold with the Feb-May concerts as we
wait to see what changes happen in the next few
months. Recent announcements from Alberta Health
have allowed some changes for musician, but social
distancing guidelines have not changed for indoor
gatherings and this continues to prevent concert audiences from gathering. We will keep you advised of
any new developments.

MEALS TO GO
Due to Covid-19 the annual church FALL Supper has
had to be cancelled. In its place the Meals to Go
Team are pleased to offer the “TAKE IT HOME FALL
SUPPER”! We will prepare the meal on Sat. Sept 26th
and package it for pick-up or delivery. If you would
like to order, please use the enclosed order form. If
you have questions please call Donalda Ledene at
403-934-5871 or email at gledene1@telus.net

Even though we have not been in church these summer
months, as chair of the property team and working with the
council we were able carry out some projects. Our caretakers cleaned and re waxed the floors in the basement,
cleaned all the windows inside and out. He also dusted all
the books in the library and cleaned the shelving. Bev Hermanson and her crew planted the flower beds and planters.
She continues to water and weed the same. Bob Wahl removed the tree in the back of the flower bed up against the
steps, improving the look on that area. Gene Struiksma has
been looking after mowing the compound, and looking
after donations for the thrift sale sheds for the UCW. Gene
also took on the project of repainting all the exterior windows and doors. The eves have been caulked as well. We
are in need of replacing the wood door and hardware in the
north east corner. We are waiting for a quote to do this
work . Also have a lead on repairing the arborite in the
kitchen, hopefully that will happen later in the year .
Thanks and stay safe Gene S.

"Kindness is the language which the deaf
can hear and the blind can see."
-Mark Twain

Strathmore United Church Meals To Go
Meal preparation Sept. 26th, 2020
Name

Delivery/Pick up 3pm to 4pm Sept 26th

Address

Phone #

Email
Item

Large Ham Dinner (Ham, Potatoes, vegetables)
Apple Crisp

Cost

Quantity

Delivery or Pick Up

Total (per Item)

$15
$5
Total Owed

Please Order by email reply by: Sunday Sept. 20th to: Donalda Ledene at gledene1@telus.net
Payment by Cheque or exact cash on delivery or by E Transfer to smoretreasurer@gmail.com
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The fall Thrift Sale has been cancelled!

A few hardy souls held a sale on Saturday, Sept. 5th in front of the large shed at our church. They sold books and a
number of other articles donated to the Thrift Sale and raised $130 for the church. Thank you to Linda and Wally
Freeman, Elisabeth and Gene Struiksma, Susan Humble, Linda Westgaard, and Jane Smith. There is interest in doing this type of mini-sale again. The shed is getting really full!
Sharon
Editors Note– They have sold books and White elephant articles for the outdoor sheds for the past 2 weekends and hope to
continue as long as the weather cooperates. Thank you to the awesome volunteers.

We have had to say a sad farewell to a few of our church family.
Derek Smith son of Jane and Del Smith passed away April 28, 2020 and a small backyard service was held August 22.
David White son of Sharon and Dean White passed away August 1, 2020 a service will be
held at a later date.
I received news that Henry Friesen passed away September 12, 2020 after a lengthy illness.
Henry was our interim Minister here at Strathmore United Church and developed many
lasting friendships.
Sending thoughts and prayers to all the family and friends of Derek, David and Henry.
HEADS UP NOTICE: Another GST Auction is coming!
As cooler weather and shorter days move in, it is once again time to find ways to keep connected.
As a result of the fun and success of the May GST event, Council has decided to coordinate a FALL GST event to be held in
October. We invite everyone to get involved! A GST event means we share our Goods, Services, and Talents with each other
as a fund raiser for the church. COVID-19 requires a TWIST to run this event so here is how it will work:
At this time, we are giving you the heads up to come up with creative ways that you might like to be involved.
We are looking for people who would bake, take a meal out, help with fall cleanup, share fall preserves, crafts, or
Christmas gift ideas. Be creative!

NOTE: all food items must be packaged in a manner that allows for them to be easily wiped down by the recipients.
You are welcome to share this idea with friends and family thereby helping to get more people involved.
Things to consider:
If you are baking/ cooking /creating crafts/gift items– how much are you willing to prepare – e.g. 1 doz. cookies @
$4.00 or multiple orders?
As the provider of the service you will set the dollar value.
From the offers of Goods, Services or Talents we will compile a list by category and email it to all members of the
congregation
THROUGH OUT THIS PROCESS WE MUST BE MINDFUL OF THE SOCIAL DISTANCE GUIDELINES.
The event will run as an ON-LINE EVENT.
As we get closer to the event we will ask that you submit the list of GST item(s) you are willing to provide to Donalda Ledene
at gledene1@telus.net between Oct 10-13th. Payment by Cheque or exact cash on delivery or by E Transfer to
smoretreasurer@gmail.com
GST On -LINE EVENT will take place between Oct 18- 22.

Watch for more details in the coming weeks.

Also watch for a Christmas Purdy’s Chocolate sale at the end of November.
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With COVID 19 - how Can I Continue to Give?
In these uncertain times, one thing remains constant the church’s need to pay its bills. We need to continue
to contribute. In an effort to make it easier for you to
make your contributions, we have made a list of
options:
1. Mail a cheque - make cheque payable to Strathmore
United Church and mail it to the church, address is on
the back page or call me I`ll pick it up or mail it to:
Karen Wilkie
#4 Maple Place
Strathmore, AB
T1P 1G5 -perhaps consider sending postdated
cheques for a few more months.

1. Perhaps now is the time to sign up for PAR. Call Karen
Wilkie (403) 934-3579 or Susan Biskup -(403) 3610370 and they will arrange it.

2. Strathmore United Church website- use the “Donate”
button on the website. Your donations to M&S, Local
fund, Guatemala each must be done as separate

transactions.
3. E-transfer- e-transfers can be made online using
this e-mail address: smoretreasurer@gmail.com.
4. Any wishing to make any extra donations can do
so using any of the methods above.

Income
In out Income
Total Income
Expenses

$
$
$
$
-$

83,280.84
13,661.39
96,942.23
100,228.53
3,286.30

Summary to August 31, 2020

May Meals to GO!
$120,000.00

Be on the look out for another Purdy’s Chocolate Fundraiser at the end of November.
Because of a successful Easter
Fundraiser we have decided to
do a Christmas one. Stay tuned!
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Women in Solidarity Clinic, Guatemala City: Update from GATE for June, July and August
The pandemic forced immediate changes to the LPN Training Program. Because of strict government regulations on gatherings, the clinic leadership knew they needed to keep the education process going. Most of the students do not have personal
computers or access to one. Phone cards were bought and distributed to students. Classes could be accessed through their
phones.
The clinic was able to purchase and deliver hand sanitizer and other medical needs to some of the communities. The students hope for the day when they are able to gather together in Guatemala City for face to face classes.

Gardening projects, Giant Marigolds from
GST Auction
Happy Birthday Ruth, Parking lot Birthday
Book and White Elephant sale

WHO DOES WHAT
A man and his wife were having an argument about who
should brew the coffee each morning.
The wife said, "You should do it because you get up first,
and then we don't have to wait as long to get our coffee.
The husband said, "You are in charge of cooking around here and
you should do it, because that is your job, and I can just wait for my coffee."
Wife replies, "No, you should do it, and besides, it is in the Bible that the man should do the coffee."
Husband replies, "I can't believe that, show me."
So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament
and showed him at the top of several pages, that it indeed says. "HEBREWS"
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Vision Statement
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith
through worship, music, fellowship and
outreach.

S T R AT H M O R E
U N I T E D C H U R C H
410—Fourth Street, Strathmore,
Alberta T1P 1B4
Phone: 403-934-3025
Church Office Hours:
Fax: 403-934-3081
Wednesday mornings 9—12 /
Website: www.smoreuc.com
You can leave a message on the If you have questions, concerns or wish to
answering machine or email
E-mail: Office
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W.
(smoreuc@gmail.com)
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca
smoreuc@gmail.com
rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
 Due to the COVID—19 a lot of

upcoming events are CANCELLED until
further notice. Some groups are
meeting online.

Ongoing Events
Our Mission Statement
Strathmore United Church is a community of faith, striving to make a
difference for Christ.

 Due to the COVID—19 all Ongoing

events are CANCELLED until further
notice. Some groups are meeting
online.

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-













Check https://smoreuc.com/ for
upcoming online services and
bulletins'.
September 21—Zoom council
meeting—7:00 pm
Saturdays to mid October 9 to 1–
weather permitting. Book and
White Elephant sale.
Sept 26, 2020—Meals to Go Fall
Supper. Orders due Sept. 20, 2020
October 12—Thanksgiving Day
October 19—Council Meeting 7 pm
October—Thrift Sale Cancelled
October 18-20 GST Auction
November end of the month—
Purdy’s Chocolate sales.

Authorized Remittance (PAR)
or to receive envelopes,
please contact Susan in the
church office—403-934-3025
or Karen— 403-934-3579

Stay Connected
Stay Informed
Stay Well
Thank you all our amazing volunteers!!!

If you are booking events at the
church you must book through the
office.
Church 50th Anniversary Hasti
Notes—$5.00

