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Merry Christmas! …..Really? Christmas
this year will look different for everyone. With the restrictions imposed to
try control the virus we are all to stick
to our homes and not invite others in.
For those who have a house full to over
-full with people, family and friends,
over the Christmas season this year will
be, well, somewhat empty. There have
been no school concerts, no sing-alongs, no band concerts. Few churches
are having in-person services. This will
be the first Christmas Eve in, probably
close to 60 years, that I have not gone
to church. Christmas will be so different
for everyone.
There have been a lot of ‘comments’
on this from various sources –many
which come across my email or in Region Newsletters. One goes like this:
“The first Christmas was simple. A baby
was born. Shepherds stopped by.” No
decorated tree, no gifting. Keep it simple. I suppose that is one suggestion.
Another ‘comment’ is:
“I received a call from a friend, who
was commenting on the fact that our
bubbles are getting smaller, and that
they were hearing more often that people are ‘cancelling Christmas.’ They
asked me what I’d say, if I were told

C H U R C H

that I had to cancel Christmas this year.
What I said was, ‘it is impossible to cancel Christmas. Christmas is celebrated
each time a disciple of Jesus lives love.
Christmas isn’t an event. Christmas
*is*.” Richard Bott. Moderator.
This too, is true. Christmas *is*. Keep it
simple. All comments that speak to our
heads. In my experience though, Christmas speaks to and through our hearts.
And our heart breaks with all the losses
everyone will experience this Christmas. Grandparents will not see the excitement and enthusiasm and wonder
of their grandkids –who by next year
may not share that same level of
youthful energy and innocence. Gifters
will not have that sense of joy you get
when you watch others open gifts. The
feast with 40 items spread out on the
buffet table will not happen. All those
flavors enjoyed only once a year –
downsized for a party of two. There will
be no family car trips (maybe not everyone will miss six hours or more in the
car!) So much is lost.
As your pastor, one of the things I am
called to do is to ‘help you find your
tears.’ When there is loss, there is grief.
Find your tears and express your grief,
in biblical terms, lament. People experiencing loss and subsequently expressing their grief, often with deep and
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heart wrenching words and actions is recorded in the
bible as lament. If you have trouble finding words for
your grief check out the Psalms. Over one third, 50 or so
of the 150, are psalms of lament. Lament frequently occurs in the Book of Job: “Why did I not perish at birth,
come forth from the womb and expire?” (Job 3:11). The
prophets likewise cry out to God, such as Jeremiah does:
“Why is my pain continuous, my wound incurable…?” (15:18) and Habakkuk: “…my legs tremble beneath me. I await the day of distress that will come upon
the people who attack us” (3:16).
One whole book, Lamentations, expresses the confusion
and suffering felt after the destruction of Jerusalem by
the Babylonians.
We find something similar in the New Testament as well.
People who are afflicted cry out to Jesus for help. Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, shouts out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” (Mark 10:47).
Jesus himself laments to the Father in the Garden of
Gethsemane, “Abba, Father, all things are possible to
you. Take this cup away from me…” (Mark 14:36). In his
agony on the cross, Jesus makes his own the words of
Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me…?”
Lament is not a failure of faith, but an act of faith. We
cry out directly to God because deep down we know
that our relationship with God counts; it counts to us
and it counts to God. Find your voice, find your tears,
express your grief. By expressing your grief you are saying “God, this is the way I feel; I leave it to you.” Then
the road is cleared for God to help you come out of your
pain and help you heal.
Then you will be able to see more clearly, the blessings
that remain. Caring neighbours, ‘Jesus with skin’, leaving
cookies at your door or phoning just to chat or…….
Christmas celebrations will be different but whatever
incarnation yours take, may they still be filled with the
wonder of the miracle of the birth of a babe, God-WithUs.
Merry Christmas!
Rev. Pamela Scott
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The United
Church of
Canada developed Gifts with Vision in response to member requests to be able to give gifts to relatives, friends, and
loved ones that are in direct support of the church's
Mission & Service partners. We are all encouraged to
do acts of kindness for others, this is one excellent
opportunity. You can choose Canadian gifts, Indigenous Canadian, or Global gifts. If you have not received a catalogue you can check the church to see if
there are some available or go online to giftswithvision.ca. You will be issued a receipt for you donation.
GST FUND RAISIER
On behalf of the GST team we would like to extend a
huge THANK YOU to everyone who participated in our
October GST Event. We raised $1937.00 that will help
with the ongoing church expenses. We hope you are
enjoying the baking, sewing, gift baskets and the many
other items that were available for purchase through
our on-line event. It was good to connect and share!
THANK YOU!
Purdy`s Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone that supported the Purdy`s
Chocolate Sales. We are happy to announce we made
$522.11. Thanks again.
Pastoral Care
The Pastoral Care team want to wish everyone a positive Christmas whether you are on your own or able
to be with family. The Covid-19 restrictions certainly
curtail our normal celebrations, but staying home is
the advice from the experts. Remember to social distance, wear a mask, wash your hands, think positive,
and phone your friends and family. See how many
you can make smile and laugh as you make connections. May the Spirit of Christmas be with you and
yours as we celebrate and extraordinary Christmas
2020!
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We have had to say a sad farewell to members – Rebecca Brockmoellor—September
28/20 and Ruby Prescott—December 10/20.
Jane Smith December 12/20
Our thoughts and Prayers to Rebecca’s, Ruby’s, and
Jane’s family and friends during this time.
In this year of Covid 19 the Church has been able to apply
for and receive two types of grant money from the Government of Canada. The first grant that was available to
us was a 10% Temporary Wage Subsidy for Employers
reduction. This allowed our payroll service to deduct
10% of the wages paid from March 18th to June 19th.
After that we were able to apply for the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) which is based on a reduction of income from either comparing it to January/
February average income, or the comparable month in
2019. We are using the prior year comparison. The
Temporary Wage Subsidy is deducted from the amounts
we were eligible to receive. It started at 75% of our
monthly remuneration to a maximum of $847 per employee. We have qualified for it almost every month,
though now we are down to a 37% portion as we did not
have a reduction of income in the summer, and an averaging calculation now has to be done.
To date, as of November 30, 2020 we have received
$23,717.66.
The provincial government has two programs that are
available.
The Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant. This
allowed for a maximum of $5,000 to be paid, based on a
15% of pre-COVOD-19 revenue. It has just been announced that the percentage will drop from 40% to 30%
so we should be able to qualify for this. There is an additional grant of $15,000 announced but the details are not
yet available.
The second program is Faith-based and Cultural Facility
Relaunch Grant. This can be used for changes to ventilation, purchase of Personal protective equipment, facility
space changes and technology upgrades for online delivery of services. All receipts must be submitted for reimbursement. It has two filing dates, December 15, and
March 1, 2021. This is being reviewed at this time,
though we have asked if it could be used to bring in a line
for the internet that then might enable us to stream services live. We received an answer back that this is not an
expense that could be funded. The UCW were not able
to hold their Thrift Sales and in turn were not able to donate their usual dollars toward the operation of the
Church.
Linda S.
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UCW

COVID-19 has produced the quietest year ever for the UCW. Since March there has been no large
Thrift Sales, no catering, no quilting, no book club, and members have missed these activities and
each other. Some Quilters continue to work at home, books continue to be read at home, church services are enjoyed at home and contact with our church friends and families continues from home! And we are grateful for
those blessings.
Creativity abounds, Agape Women’s Group continues to meet by Zoom, thank you to Donalda L. for her communication skills with Agape and with the church phone reach out groups. Fabric gets shared between quilters, books
and household items got sold at fall Saturday outdoor sales. Thank you to Linda Freeman and her team for those
sales, books were hot items for all those isolating folks and those missing the Thrift Sales.. Saturday day sales may
return in the spring if conditions warrant.
The UCW Annual Meeting was held on Nov. 24, 2020 with small attendance, supported by many regrets from
members. Donations were decided and were reduced in number and amounts donated, almost all were local donations, exceptions were Guatemala Project, M & S and Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
With hope we plan to meet on March 16/21 at 1:30 pm in the church basement.
UCW wishes everyone a blessed Christmas and a much better year to come.
Submitted by Sharon W.
Christmas Just Won’t Be the Same This Year
Many of us have heard people exclaim “Christmas just won’t be the same this year” and maybe you have even said that yourself. With the government and health restrictions, in all likelihood, it won’t be the same . We won’t be getting together with
our loved one and making memories. We won’t be sharing a delicious turkey dinner with special people in our lives. We
won’t be hearing the delighted squeals of children as they tear into their presents. We can choose to look at this with sadness and disappointment or we can see this as an opportunity. It can be an opportunity to count our blessings. In Canada, in
Alberta and in Strathmore we have so much to be thankful for. We live in a country where health care is covered for the most
part. We have warm, sturdy houses that keep winter at bay. We have a secure source of food and water. We live in a country where we can make choices. We can choose sadness and disappointment or we can choose to look for the message of
Christmas in a new way. Where can we find hope, peace, joy and love in these different times? Here are a few suggestions
and I am sure that you can think of many more.
1. Call someone on Christmas Day who you know will be alone. A cheery voice and a good conversation can be a wonderful
gift.
2. Mail a small gift or card or drop one off on someone’s door step. It doesn’t have to be extravagant because it is the
thought that counts.
3. Sing Christmas carols outside the door of someone who is alone or phone them and sing.
4. Drop off some of your turkey dinner to someone who will be alone.
And if you are the one alone:
1. Look through your photos and remember the many happy times you have
experienced in your life and the love that you felt.
2. Watch an uplifting Christmas movie or listen to Christmas music.
3. Make yourself a meal that you have never had before.
So maybe “Christmas just won’t be the same this year”. That doesn’t have
to be a bad thing. We can CHOOSE to make Christmas different and perhaps find the hope, peace, joy and love that come from God in a whole
new, exciting way.
Submitted by Laura J.
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Congratulations to Cameron and Julie Drummond,
Married November 15, 2020 in Havelock, Ontario

Women in Solidarity Clinic, Guatemala City:
While it has been an extremely challenging year for everyone, the students
who are part of the LPN program in Guatemala City have faced even more
challenges. Since it was not possible to meet for face to face classes, Rosa
Escobar and clinic staff scrambled to improvise course work in other
ways. Most of the young women do not have computers or access to one.
Thus phone cards were purchased so that course work could continue
through their cell phones. I can't imagine the challenges to learning course
work through a phone vs. visual opportunities in a rented space. But the program continues to educate young women to become LPN's,
often the only source of medical assistance in their marginated villages.
Other unforeseen expenses include hand sanitizer, gloves
for the students as they serve others in their areas, and
cleaning supplies where a small clinic may exist.

Wise Words
As you get older, you’ll realize that
a $300 watch and a $30 watch
both tell the same time.
A Michael Kors wallet and a Forever 21 wallet hold the same
amount of money.

A $300,000 house and a $100,000
house host the same loneliness.
A Ford will also drive you as far as
a Bentley.
True happiness is not found in materialistic things. It comes from
the love and laughter found with
each other.

Doug and Jennette would like to give a big thank
you to our church family for all the phone calls,
prayers, cards, well wishes, prayer shawls, inquiries
as to Doug's health, the electrician, Mr. Fix It, and Stay humble…the holes dug for us
the transportation help in getting Doug around. We in the ground are all the same size.
are enjoying the goodies that have been delivered. I’m hoping they are putting some fat on his
skinny frame. He's adjusting to the Halo and hope
in the next 3 to 4 months it will straighten the spine
and he will be ready for the next step.
Meals to GO!!!

From our Home to Yours ~ Merry
Christmas.

GST Items
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Vision Statement
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith
through worship, music, fellowship and
outreach.

S T R AT H M O R E
U N I T E D C H U R C H
410—Fourth Street, Strathmore,
Alberta T1P 1B4
Church Office Hours:
Phone: 403-934-3025
Wednesday mornings 9—12
Fax: 403-934-3081
You can leave a message on the
Website: www.smoreuc.com
answering machine or email
If you have questions, concerns or wish to
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W.
E-mail: Office
(smoreuc@gmail.com)
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca
smoreuc@gmail.com
rev.pamela.scott@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
 Due to the COVID—19 all of the

upcoming events are CANCELLED until
further notice. Some groups are
meeting online.

Ongoing Events
Our Mission Statement
Strathmore United Church is a community of faith, striving to make a
difference for Christ.

If you wish to sign up for Pre-

 Dec. 24— Christmas Eve service—

Virtual on line at www.smoreuc.com—
ending with the candle lighting and
singing of Silent Night. 7:30 pm
 All Annual Reports are due to Susan

electronically at smoreuc@gmail.com
by January 6/2021
 Stay tuned for date and time for our

Annual meeting. It will likely be by
ZOOM
 January 12, 2021—Zoom Council

Meeting 7:00 pm

Authorized Remittance (PAR)
or to receive envelopes,
please contact Susan in the
church office—403-934-3025
or Karen— 403-934-3579

Everything will fall into
place, just be patient!

Due to the COVID—19 all of the

upcoming events are CANCELLED until
further notice. Some groups are
meeting online.

