
 

 

Minister Musings  
Matthew 14:23 As soon as the meal 

was finished, he insisted that the disci-

ples get in the boat and go on ahead to 

the other side while he dismissed the 

people. With the crowd dispersed, he 

climbed the mountain so he could be by 

himself and pray. He stayed there alone 

late into the night.  

Jesus sets the example: he goes off by 

himself to pray. I was most fortunate 

and was able to head to the Kairos Cen-

tre in London England on February 29th 

for four full days of retreat. I needed 

time away. I knew nothing of the Kairos 

Centre except that on a google search 

they came up as a Spirituality Centre 

that was located in London. I could eas-

ily access it from the airport via the 

tube and the bus. I was soon to learn 

what a wonderful place it is.  

The Centre is run by the Poor Servants 

of the Mother of God. They are a reli-

gious order founded in 1869 by Frances 

Margaret Taylor, whose religious name 

was Mother Magdalen of the Sacred 

Heart. She lived from January 20, 1862 

to June 9, 1900. She was an English 

nurse, editor and writer, then nun and 

Superior General and founder of the 

Roman Catholic religious congregation 

the Poor Servants of the Mother of 

God. Their original mandate was to 

serve the poor. As with most religious 

groups, their numbers are not what 

they were when first founded so have 

transitioned the space that was the 

convent and made it a wonderful Spir-

itual Retreat and Conference Centre. 

The facilities are first rate and their 

hospitality second to none!  

I spent my mornings reading and in 

prayer. I read the Gospels of Matthew 

and Mark. I read a favorite author of 

mine, Walter Wangerin, Jr.’s book Little 

Lamb, Who Made Thee? and most of 

the book Who is Jesus? by Darrell W. 

Johnson, another favorite author. This 

book is a sermon series he preached on 

who Jesus is. Most interesting. I took 

along a list of church members and 

prayed through the list.  

In the afternoons I went walking. The 

Kairos Centre is located next to Rich-

mond Park and I could easily walk for 2 
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Due to COVID—19 all in per-

son gathering/meetings at 

the church are cancelled 

until further notice. Stay 

well, stay informed, and 

stay connected.  Check 

https://smoreuc.com/  for 

online services.    
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to 3 hours enjoying the scenery. Spring in England is well 

advanced and the daffodils and snow drops and flower-

ing trees were all out in full force. The park is home to 

herds of two varieties of deer and numerous other small 

animals and birds. The pond had swans and Canada 

geese and many different types of ducks. Three of the 

four afternoons were dry and sunny so I was out enjoy-

ing God’s good creation.  

Thank you for allowing me this week of renewal and 

study.  

Rev. Pamela Scott  

Faith Leaders Meet with Government   

On Tuesday, March 24th faith leaders were invited to attend 

via telephone a Town Hall meeting with  Premier Jason Kenny 

and Chief Medical Officer Dr. Deena Hinshaw. There were 

approximately 380 individuals on this call. I was one of the 

many. The purpose of the call was to answer questions from 

the faith communities about how we are living and sup-

porting people through this health crisis. There were ques-

tions about providing worship, preparing and delivering 

meals, and how to balance caring for our communities and 

for ourselves.  

Interestingly Dr. Hinshaw acknowledged that faith communi-

ties are an essential service and encouraged us to find differ-

ent and creative ways to do what we do. She reinforced the 

message that this time of social distancing and isolation is not 

a short-term issue. We may find ourselves living with re-

strictions to make our society safe for two or more months. 

While worship gatherings of under 50 have not been banned 

it was noted that the general public are struggling with social 

distancing. Dr. Hinshaw did confirm that the transmission of 

the COVID 19 virus has been found in gathering of less than 

50 people. This virus does not count how many people are 

together before it spreads. If we are to be caring and respon-

sible we must not gather together, even in small groups.  

Both the Premier and Dr. Hinshaw encouraged everyone to 

extend precautionary care and compassion to their families. It 

was recognized that many people like to travel to celebrate 

religious festivals, for us this would be Easter, and they asked 

that people not plan to travel this year. “We recommend that 

people stay home as much as possible. We want to limit the 

number of people interacting with each other at any given 

time.” Remember, frequent hand washing is a must. Try not 

touch your face. If you go out to purchase groceries, wash 

them as well as your hands when you return home. Remem-

ber that 2 metre social distancing must be observed (6.5 feet) 

at all times! Do connect with friends and family over the 

phone, email, text, Facetime –do what you need to do to stay 

connected even though you cannot gather. Stay home. Stay 

safe. 

Check only trusted sources for information. Go to the AHS 

website. It is updated daily.  

If you have concerns or just want to chat, phone me at home 

or email me at smoremin@efirehose.net. With hope and with 

faith,   Rev. Pamela  

The Library 

A Fox in the back yard. 
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Purdy’s Chocolate Fundraiser 

A huge thank you to everyone that supported the 

Purdy’s Fundraisers.  We raised 

a total of $276.02.  We feel that 

it was a success and hope to do 

another before Christmas 2020.   

With COVID 19 - how Can I Continue to Give? 

In these uncertain times, one thing remains constant - 

the church’s need to pay its bills. We need to continue 

to contribute.  In an effort to make it easier for you to 

make your contributions, we have made a list of         

options: 

1. Mail a cheque - make cheque payable to Strathmore 

United Church and mail it to the church, address is on 

the back page or call me I`ll  pick it up or mail it to:  

 Karen Wilkie 

 #4 Maple Place 

 Strathmore, AB 

 T1P 1G5    -perhaps consider sending postdated           

cheques for a few more months. 

1. Perhaps now is the time to sign up for PAR. Call Karen 

Wilkie (403) 934-3579 or Susan Biskup -(403) 361-

0370 and they will arrange it.   

2. Strathmore United Church website- use the “Donate” 

button on the website. Your donations to M&S, Local 

fund, Guatemala each  must be done as separate 

transactions.  

3. E-transfer- e-transfers can be made online using              

this e-mail address:  smoretreasurer@gmail.com. 

4. Any wishing to make any extra donations can do 

so using any of the methods above.  

 $-
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Arts on 817 would like to take this opportunity to thank 
our many patrons for their support over our Third Concert 
Season! We have enjoyed a wonderful variety of talent and 
entertainment.   

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we are regrettably cancel-
ing our final concert, Strathmore Emerging Artists, set 
for May 2nd. The uncertainty of the global and local health 
situation requires us to be proactive and supportive of all 
health measures to keep everyone safe.   

Please be assured that we do have Season 4 lined 
up.  Please watch for future announcements for the official 
ON-LINE KICK OFF of SEASON 4! 

To all season ticket holders – In lieu of the cancellation of 
the May 2nd concert we will offer a $25.00 credit toward 
your SEASON 4 TICKET OR you can leave it as a donation 
supporting future concerts.  Details will be available when 
we kick off Season 4. 

We look forward to a resumption of NORMAL, STAY 
HOME, WASH YOUR HANDS, STAY CONNECTED (phone a 
friend), and STAY HEALTHLY! 

Keep smiling, it will get better, be patient and follow the 
rules! 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

The Pastoral Care Team have been reaching out to the congregation to keep you informed and connected.  By now 

most of you should have received emails and or phone calls.  A special thanks to those of you who have volunteered 

to be phoners, shoppers, etc., you are greatly appreciated. Please feel comfortable accessing the help we are offer-

ing, staying inside alone gets dreary and can be avoided if you help us by reaching out.  

If you have recently moved, changed your phone number or email address please call Donalda Ledene at 403-934-

5871 with the changes so that we can be sure to keep you connected.   

As the call for STAYING HOME continues, our natural desire to get together is certainly hampered by social distanc-

ing.  We invite you to call each other, stay connected with old friends by email, phone, text or the new ZOOM video 

connection that many of us are trying for the first time.  Seeing each other live is quite fun and adds to the conversa-

tion.  I am sure your children or grandchildren have it all figured out – so surprise them and ask to connect on-line 

with them by ZOOM! Not as good as a hug but better than not seeing them! 

We want you to stay happy and healthy so approach the coming days positively! 

Happy Easter! 

MEALS TO GO 

The Meals to Go team have completed two 

offerings of food preparation, in February and 

March.  We thank you for your support of this 

project and hope you have enjoyed the menus 

to date.  Going forward our plans may be im-

pacted by the Corvid-19 situation and we will 

seek opportunities to continue our support of 

your independent living, At this point we do 

not have a date planned for cooking prior to 

September.   Please give Donalda Ledene a call 

if you are having issues getting food or needing 

something prepared  (ph: 403-934-5871).   

 

Property Team 

Property team has put all meetings and projects on 

hold until we get through this COVID—19 outbreak.  

We don’t want to put ourselves or anyone else at risk.  

So until then if anything of urgency comes up it will be 

dealt with by email or phone.  Thank you                

Gene Struiksma Property Team Chair  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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We have had to say a 
sad farewell to mem-
ber LaVern Adams 
and community 
member John Flow-
ers.  Our thought and 
prayers to the Adams 
and Flower  Families.   
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Wash Your Hands 

Electric toothbrushes became popular once the technology developed to the point a timer could be incorporated 
into the brush. Timers were set for 2 minutes. It was then possible to amount scientific evidence that electric 
toothbrushes worked better than hand brushes. Why? Primarily because you were brushing for two full minutes. 
When brushing by hand, most people take well under one minute to complete the task.  

The same applies to handwashing. They are telling us to wash our hands for 20 seconds.  
Why? Because it takes that long to do a good job. To lather up all the surfaces of each hand 
and rinse well takes 20 full seconds. How can you time this?  

This week someone forwarded me “Hymnal Handwashing Hits!” All of us will know these 
songs on the next page well. Pick a favorite and start singing…….   P 

UCW  The Thrift Sale scheduled to take place in April has been cancelled by the UCW.  

This is the first time cancellation has taken place in the 44 years of Thrift Sale history in our church.  The UCW exec-
utive took this action because of the COVID-19 virus impacting our community and around the world.  Ads have 
been placed in the Strathmore Times issues on March 27th and April 3rd to advertise the Thrift Sale cancellation.  
 Concerns for the welfare of the many volunteers, within and outside of our church community, and the 
many faithful supporters and customers of the Thrift Sales prompted our action.  We also wanted to follow the 
health directives directed to all of us by our various levels of government to maintain our own health and that of 
so many others around all of us. 
 It has been heartening to see and experience the many efforts being put forth by individuals in our church 
community to safely reach out and support our church members.  Fear of this pandemic is being overthrown by 
the love and concern that is going out generously.  Be amazed by the impact you have by staying home and reach-
ing out from there! 

You Know You Have Too Much Time on Your Hands When:  
In my kitchen this week I was using a spoon. I use it all the time. It’s a beautiful spoon. It belonged 
to my great, great grandmother so has been around since, I’m guessing, 1855. I believe it has been 
used primarily as a serving spoon as it is not that well-worn. It started life in England. I’m thinking 
it made its way to Canada when my great grandmother passed and it was handed down to my 
grandfather. It got me thinking…….this spoon has seen: 

 Queen Victoria, King Edward VII and …..kings and queens and prime ministers coming and 
going.  

 The Boer War, the First World War, the Irish uprising, the Great Depression, the Second 
World War,  the War Measures Act …… 

 The first underground train going into operation in London: 1863. 
 1878 women allowed to attend Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
 1912 the invention of stainless steel. (Harry Brearley) 
 1928 women in the UK allowed to vote: 1922 women in Canada, except in Quebec, given the 

vote in Federal Elections. Voting privileges in each province granted separately.  
 Cinema, radio, reading by the masses as literacy and leisure expanded (Earnest Hemming-

way and Agatha Christie), telegraph to flight to a man landing on the moon.  
 The polio epidemic (vaccine developed 1955), cholera, the Spanish flu and now COVID 19.  

Literally pages might be written noting all this spoon has seen happen in its lifetime. What funny 
things are you thinking of now you have so much time at home? 



 

 



 

 

Meal to GO 

Pancake Breakfast 



 

 

410—Fourth Street, Strathmore, 

Alberta T1P 1B4 

Phone: 403-934-3025 

Fax: 403-934-3081 

Website: www.smoreuc.com 

E-mail: Office 

smoreuc@efirehose.net 

smoremin@efirehose.net  

 

Church Office Hours: 

Wednesday and Thursday  

mornings 9—12 / 

You can leave a message on the 

answering machine or email 

(smoreuc@efirehose.net)   

S T R A T H M O R E  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

If you have questions, concerns  or wish to 
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W. 
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca 

 

If you are booking events at the 

church you must book through the 

office. 

Church 50th Anniversary Hasti 

Notes—$5.00 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL PHOTOS IN 

THE NEWSLETTER WERE TAKEN 

BEFORE THE PHYSICAL DISTANCING 

RULES WERE IN PLACE!!!!   

Ongoing Events 

 Due to the COVID—19 all Ongoing 

events are CANCELLED until further 

notice.  Some groups are meeting 

online. 

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Authorized Remittance (PAR) 

or to receive envelopes, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office—403-934-3025 

or Karen— 403-934-3579 
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Our Mission Statement 
Strathmore United Church is a com-

munity of faith, striving to make a 

difference for Christ. 

 

 Check https://smoreuc.com/  for  

upcoming online services.   

 April—Thrift Sale Cancelled  

 May 2, 2020—Arts on 817– 
Emerging Artists—CANCELLED 

 

Bulletin Bloopers 
 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask 
Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an 

egg on the alter.   
At the evening service tonight, the 
sermon topic will be `What is Hell?’ 
Come early and listen to our choir 

practice. 
Ladies, don`t forget the rummage sale.  
It`s a chance to get rid of those things 
not worth keeping around the house.  

Bring your husbands.   

Upcoming Events 

 Due to the COVID—19 all upcoming 

events are CANCELLED until further 

notice.  Some groups are meeting 

online. 

Stay Connected 

Stay Informed  

Stay Well 

Vision Statement 
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith 

through worship, music, fellowship and  
outreach. 

https://smoreuc.com/

