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Although it seems in our culture we
have been celebrating since the day
after Halloween, with restraint since
the day after Remembrance Day,
Christmas actually begins on December
25th! I treasure our season of Advent, a
time of preparation and anticipation for
the coming of Christ and the celebration of the birth of love and hope in
this world. But I also treasure the days
of Christmas, sinking into its meaning
and cherishing the moments with family and friends and examining how in my
life I will live God’s gift of love in the
world.
For me, taking down the Christmas decorations before the season is over is a
no-no, although sometimes the tree
comes down if it becomes a safety hazard. Taking the time to mark and honour these holy seasons is important.
Rushing through means we miss the
beauty and the wonder that surrounds
us.
For the season of Christmas, here are
some activities and reflections to do
each day, all to help remind us that
Christmas isn’t just one day but a season of 12 days:
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December 25 – Read the story of the
Angels visit to the shepherds and think
about who are the messengers of hope
and joy in your life.
December 26 –Sing a favourite Christmas Carol. What special message do
the words have for you today?
December 27 –Pick up the phone and
talk to someone you have not talked to
in a long while.
December 28 –Take some food to a
food bank drop off spot. Hunger
doesn’t go away for the holidays.
December 29 –Place your Christmas
cards in a basket and begin a tradition
of each night of picking a card and
praying for the person who sent it.
December 30 –Make a New Year’s card
for someone, sharing your hopes and
prayers for them for them for the New
Year!
December 31 –Think about creating a
Grateful Jar. A jar or a bowl that each
day in the new year you write something you are grateful for, adding it to
the jar. Then on New Year’s Eve 2020,
read to remember and reflect on all the
gratitude felt through the year.
January 1 –Take time to think about
and share with someone a special goal
or activity that you would like to undertake in this new year –one that will
help bring God’s vision of love and
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hope to the world.
January 2 –Read Luke’s story of Jesus as a child found in
Luke 2:41-52. What do you imagine Jesus was like as a
child?
January 3 –Write a thank you note to someone who is
not usually thanked for what they do!
January 4 –Bake (or buy) and deliver a treat to first responders. Or take some flowers.
January 5 –Go for a walk in your neighbourhood and notice God’s presence in the handiwork of creation.
January 6 –This is the celebration of God’s light in the
world and the visit of the magi. Light a candle and read
Isaiah 60:1-3 and Matthew 2:1-12. How can you bring
light to one person’s life today? Bake a King’s Cake to be
shared tonight for dessert.
In closing, check out a youtube video that has brought
me some giggles. (search: twelve days of Christmas
youth pastors) It is of two youth ministers enacting the
carol of the 12 Days of Christmas. This carol, said to be
written in 1780 or before, was believed to be designed
as a ‘memory and forfeits game’.
The earliest known version appeared in a children’s book
called “Mirth With-Out Mischief.” There have been
different variations of the lyrics including “bears abathing” and “ships a-sailing” before the English composer, Frederic Austin, in 1909 set the melody and lyrics.
Some of you will probably have heard that the lyrics are
references to Christianity and that the song was written
to help Christians learn and pass on the tenets of their
faith while avoiding persecution. However, many have
denied that logic because if they were trying to escape
being persecuted for being a Christian why would they
be singing a Christmas carol? William Studwell, the late
historian, also made the point that “the breezy, bouncy
nature of the tune hardly fits with the character of the
church at that time”. Even if it might not be true, it’s fun
to include in a game of Christmas trivia. Check out the
list:
1 Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus Christ
2 Turtle Doves = Hebrew and Christian Scriptures (Old
and New Testament)
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3 French Hens = Faith, Hope, and Charity, the Theological Virtues
4 Calling Birds = The Four Gospels
5 Golden Rings = The first Five Book of the Old Testament, the “Pentateuch”, the Torah
6 Geese A-laying =The six days of creation
7 Swans A-swimming =The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
8 Maids A-milking =The eight beatitudes
9 Ladies Dancing = The nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit
10 Lords A-leaping =The ten commandments
11 Pipers Piping =The eleven faithful apostles
12 Drummers Drumming = The twelve points of doctrine
in the Apostle’s Creed
May these days of Christmas gift you with some spaciousness to ponder and reflect on the love and hope in
your lives and the love and hope that is you!
God’s blessings!
Rev. Pamela Scott
Based on an article by Jen Cummings
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At Thanksgiving we filled in cards
offering thanks. The results? We are
thankful for:
Family and friends: 20 (wife, husband, children, grandchildren,
greatgrandchildren, daughter)

Health: 9
The Church: 6
Other things that folks gave thanks
for are: the health care system.
Peace and good order, free country,
individuality, independence, financial security, parents who raised
them well, good neighbours, a celebration that went well, healing and
strength the good Lord has given,
supportive people, move freely, six
kittens in the barn, harvest, life, the
amazing universe, cycling around
to visit. We enjoy many blessings –let
us be thankful!

Meals to Go
The Meals to Go Team thank you for your support this
past year as we experimented sharing food with all who
participated. If you have not returned your end of the
year survey, please return them to Donalda L. so that
you can help us plan for future selections.
For anyone who may not know about this program, a
group of church cooks spend 5-6 Saturday’s at the
church throughout the year preparing, packaging, and
delivering pre-ordered soups, entrées, and desserts to
many in our congregation and community. If you would
like more details, please watch for updated information
in the New Year or call Donalda L. at 403-934-5871
Merry Christmas Everyone!

Summary to December 1, 2019
$250,000.00

$200,000.00

$150,000.00

$100,000.00

$50,000.00

$Income

In out Income

Total Income

Expences

Funnies—A ten-year old, who was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible because of her grandmother’s
teaching, asked her grandmother: “Which Virgin was the
mother of Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?”
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The UCW's Annual Meeting on Dec. 10th showed that we are in fine financial form and were
able to distribute funds earned this year to many organizations and causes. The printed report is available on the
UCW bulletin board in the church library. We thank you all for your support of UCW in so many endeavours, Thrift
Sales, funeral lunches, and other broader based events. Our success is experienced thanks to many hands and
willing hearts. We are grateful.
We wish everyone a very happy Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Jesus and the telling of his arrival among us
once again. May you feel the love and joy this happy event brings so freely to us all. Sharon W.

QUILTERS
A big Thank You to all who supported the
quilting group over the past year.
Our Christmas craft sale in November was
a big success.
We have donated 140 quilts this year, and
we look forward to another productive
year.

Did you know?

We have had to say a sad
farewell to a long time
members – Shorty Setliff
Nov 7/19 and Brian Duke
Dec 9/19 Thoughts and
prayers to Shorty and Brian’s family and friends.

 We recycle used batteries. Containers for spent batteries are
found at the sound board and in Pamela’s office.
 All beverage containers—juice boxes, milk, cream, pop, water—all
drink containers are worth money! We collect them in a bag beside the Food Bank Bin and donate the funds to support Rosa and
her work in Guatemala.
 All food scraps, soiled paper plates, napkins, pizza boxes –
anything that will rot goes into composting.

Elevator/lift Update!
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone whom have donated to our Elevator/lift! It has been very UPLIFTING!! THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!!! WE DID IT!!! We can happily say we reached and
exceeded our fund raising goal. The remaining funds will be kept and
allocated to pay for any future maintenance or inspections. The
Chart on the right shows the fundraising to December 13th, 2019:

$23,170.00

Karen W.
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We have had a fantastic start to Season 3 with 3 concerts done. Thank you for all your support. Our next
concert is Heebee-jeebees on Feb. 8/2020. Hope to
see you there! Individual tickets will go on sale January 8th/2020. You can still purchase our Winter by 3
package that will get you the final 3 shows for $80.00.
For information call Linda D. at 403-901-2797
Merry Christmas From
the Arts on 817 team
and God bless and all
the best in 2020!

Looking for gift ideas, why not consider a gift of Broadview the new name
for the United Church Observer. This
magazine has been printed for almost
200 years. It is the oldest continuously published periodical in North America and the second oldest in the English speaking world. Any members of
the congregation who do not currently, but wish to be included in the mailing list for Broadview please contact
Chas W. our Broadview representative.

Prayers for Guatemala
It is the time of year when our hearts seem to soften a bit more, and love takes over. Guatemala, as well of many of the
South American countries, are struggling with poverty, political unrest and injustice, and corruption. In Guatemala, Rosa Escobar and staff, advocate for the women and girls with education and training in the health profession. Many are graduating
as licensed LPNs. These girls and women can then go into their communities to teach and administer good health practices,
good nutrition, good sanitation, and good family relationships. They are need of our prayers. They are in need of our financial support. Much can be done with so little. We thank each and every one of the Strathmore United Church community for
your generosity and prayers. We thank the UCW members and the Mary Martha members for their generous support. We
thank the Sunday School students for their letters of encouragement written to Rosa for her endless work. Let’s give thanks
for this opportunity to serve our Father in Heaven by caring for our many struggling sisters and brothers in Guatemala. We
encourage you to continue good works, Merry Christmas to all.
Linda D. and Ellen H.
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Vision Statement
Strathmore United Church lives out our faith
through worship, music, fellowship and
outreach.

S T R AT H M O R E
U N I T E D C H U R C H
410—Fourth Street, Strathmore,
Alberta T1P 1B4
Church Office Hours:
Phone: 403-934-3025
Wednesday and Thursday
Fax: 403-934-3081
mornings 9—12 /
Website: www.smoreuc.com
You can leave a message on the If you have questions, concerns or wish to
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen W.
E-mail: Office
answering machine or email
at 403-934-3579 or email at ckwilkie@shaw.ca
smoreuc@efirehose.net
(smoreuc@efirehose.net)
smoremin@efirehose.net

Upcoming Events
 All Annual Reports are due to Susan

electronically at
smoreuc@efirehose.net by January
8/2020

Ongoing Events
Our Mission Statement
Strathmore United Church is a community of faith, striving to make a
difference for Christ.

If you are booking events at the church you
must book through the office.
Church 50th Anniversary Hasti Notes—$5.00

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

 Dec. 24— Christmas Eve service ending









with the candle lighting and singing of
Silent Night. 7:30 pm
January 7—Book club resumes 1 pm in
the Church Library
January 7—Agape will meet at Lambert
Village at 7:30 pm
January 8—Annual Reports Due
January 9—Bible Study in the Library 10
am—Book of Romans
February 2-Annual Meeting after
Church
February 23—Join us for a worship
service a the Wheatland Lodge at 2 pm.
February 25— Join us for a worship
service at Sagewood with the seniors
at 11 am.

Authorized Remittance (PAR)
or to receive envelopes,
please contact Susan in the
church office—403-934-3025
or Karen— 403-934-3579

Please accept our thanks
for helping us reaching
our Elevator Project goal.

 Last Sunday of the month at 10 am
Rozella’s group shares their wonderful
music, come and enjoy or join in.
 Last Sunday Soup & Bun after church
 Wednesday—10 am—2:00 pm -in the
Church basement the Quilting group
meets. Bring a bag lunch and come to
stitch and chat. The quilts are donated to
various charities.
 The fourth Tuesday of the month—7 pm
Church Council meets.
 First Tuesday of the month—1 pm Book
Club meet in the library. Bring a favorite
book and share the story.
 First Tuesday of the month—Agape meet
7:30 Lambert Village. All women welcome.
 Third Thursday Sept—June —the Mary
Martha UCW group meet. Contact Peggy
M. 403-934-3197 for time and location.
 Third Saturday of the month—10 am the
Property Team meets. Please let them
know of any property related requests
before they meet.

